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From the Commodore
By Commodore David Boatner

Wow! What a July we 
had.  Beginning with 

a wonderful 4th of July BBQ 
continuing with a really fun 
Ventura Cup and a great 
VYC Catalina club cruise, 
there has been something 
for everyone at VYC this 
past month.  Of course, all 
of this doesn’t magically 
happen.  It happens 
because of members 
volunteering their time and talents.  
Our volunteers and yacht club staff 
have been working very hard non-
stop to give us the opportunity to 
enjoy our club with fun events.  A 
normal week at VYC during the 
summer has Wet Wednesday racing, 
Junior’s Summer Camp, Friday 
Dinner, Saturday Grill Night, Sunday 
Munchies and many times a Saturday 
event.  Along with all of that we have 
the best Sunday breakfast in Ventura 
County. Thanks to our yacht club 
staff both shoreside and Juniors and 
thanks to the Social Committee and 
Race Committee volunteers. What a 
wonderful job you have done.

August is shaping up to be a great 
month too. The first weekend has 
us running another regatta and the 
Social Committee has a fun Dinghy 
Party planned for the August 13.  
Truly summer at VYC is a lot of fun.  
There are also plenty events coming 
up in the fall that you can enjoy.

We have a number of projects in 
the works at VYC.  The Dock Replace-
ment Project is still grinding its way 
through the regulatory process.  The 
VYC office is completing its upgrade 

of our computer systems.  
This has been a long 
process.  Thanks to Rena 
Mills for working on the 
accounting software and 
thanks to Dwight Rowe 
for working on the Mem-
ber Database.  These two 
members have put in 
countless hours working 
on these two programs 
so they will provide the 

membership and office staff the most 
up-to-date systems to streamline of-
fice work and provide better member 
services. We are just beginning to 
experience the fruits of their labor.

Ventura Cup Chair, Susan How-
ard, along with Race Chair, Jim Dem-
bowski, put on a great Ventura Cup. 
These two chairs and their volunteers 
combined to provide everyone at 
the event a great time, wonderful 
food, and lots of fun.  Saturday was 
a beautiful day, and our Race Com-
mittee ran four good races. Sunday, 
although a beautiful day, featured 
radically shifting winds. At the end of 
the day Ventura Yacht Club prevailed 
over Channel Islands Yacht Club and 
retained the Ventura Cup for another 
year.  The comradery between VYC 
sailors and CIYC sailors was evident 
throughout the event and was a 
superb example of Corinthian yacht-
ing at its finest.  Thanks to Susan and 
Jim, everyone had fun.  Having fun 
at VYC is what we do and having fun 
is what boaters and Boatners do best.

David Boatner
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Vice Views
By Vice Commodore Garrett Baum

Since the deadline 
for Forecast articles 

is the 15th of the month 
prior to the delivery of 
our monthly publication, 
oftentimes we’re not 
regaled of the fascinating 
tales of happenings until 
what seems like well 
after they’ve occurred. 
Case in point: while 
I’m presently writing 
my Forecast article, many of our 
members are readying themselves 
to make the annual pilgrimage to 
Catalina Island. Concurrently, the 
annual sailing of the Ventura Cup 
is taking place and Christina and I 
are getting ready to hop on a plane 
bound for Washington state to visit 
my parents. By the time you read 
this, those members bound for 
Catalina will be long home, the 
Ventura Cup will be in the hands of 
the winning club (hopefully ours), 
and I will be back to work and my 
daily grind. Consequently, it is 
important for us to live in the NOW 
so that we have those tales to tell. 
But you know me…always travelling 
down memory lane looking for my 
best tale of by-gone yacht club days. 
I had to look back in the files for the 
most amusing story: should I choose 
an old Catalina tale or an old Ventura 
Cup tale? 

Picture this: The year was 1980, 
the boat was a Catalina 27, aptly 
named Sour Mash (although it took 
me quite a few years to figure that 
one out!), equipped with all the lat-

est and greatest: no dodg-
er, a whopping 6’ cockpit, 
no auto-helm on the tiller, 
no self-furling sails, an 
8’ hard El Toro dinghy 
(serving as our tender) 
strapped to the bow, and 
the piéce de rèsistance, 
an outboard motor well to 
house the 2-stroke 9.9 hp 
engine moving us at an 
incredible 5 mph. Oh, the 

cacophony of that 12 hour trip! 
This Catalina trip was extra 

special as my mom suggested we 
take my grandma along. My dad was 
particularly excited about this idea of 
my grandma in tow, although I now 
think he pictured “in tow” differently 
than my mom did. We set off at 5 
a.m. with the standard early morn-
ing dew and overcast skies of which 
we were all accustomed. Of course, 
the sea state was indicative of the 
previous day’s standard prevailing 15 
knot winds which made the time it 
took my grandma to become incredi-
bly seasick seem earlier than my dad 
would have liked. As a result, Grand-
ma scrambled into her sleeping bag 
and assumed the traditional “sea-sick 
position” of laying down, moaning, 
taking up the entire leeward side of 
the cockpit which left the windward 
side for my mom, me, and my dad 
(at the helm). Of course, with the 
steady hum of the engine and the 
smell of the 2-stroke oil wafting, we 
were able to enjoy lots of conversa-

Continued on page 7
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From the Rear
By Rear Commodore John Sugden

I t is so fun to see the club 
so abuzz with activity:

Junior’s sailing camps, 
in full swing, small boats 
full of kids and their excite-
ment.

Racing, including well 
attended Wet Wednesdays 
with plenty of wind to 
make it exciting and to 
get you back to the club 
for a great dinner and 
prizes (thank you West Marine), 
and Ventura Cup, now finally a go 
for this weekend when even a few 
days ago we were uncertain if other 
clubs would participate, whether 
we would have one or two teams, 
whether the boats could get enough 
crew. Thanks to the concerted ef-
forts on so many levels to plan, 
support, encourage and revitalize 
this very important and longstand-
ing event.

Catalina Cruise, my favorite, 
starting Sunday with something like 
27 boats signed up for a week at 
Emerald Cove.  

On the business side, 
the Finance Committee 
revised the Finance Man-
uel (after several long 
meetings).  The change 
to average fees for slips 
and dry storage from all 
Ventura County marinas 
addresses the concerns 
from some of our mem-
bers and is very fair.  The 
new docks project is also 

progressing well and now we plan to 
have a line of credit to help bridge 
the finances, but only as necessary. 
Other projects, for Don Hurley, Risa 
Delatoria, and me, include revising 
the employee handbook and mak-
ing sure our insurance coverages are 
adequate.  

In short, there is plenty to do. 
And it’s a great place to be.

Be safe but get out and play.  

John Sugden

Vice Views
Continued from page 6

tion—NOT! Several hours later, my 
grandma inquired to my dad if he 
was certain where he was going as 
we had been at sea for such a long 
time. Dad checked the GPS—I mean 
the compass—and positively assured 
her that we were fine (secretly he 
was hoping the island would come 
into view so that he wouldn’t have to 
admit defeat). I’m pretty sure I heard 

my mom moments later tell my dad 
to adjust the helm as she seemed 
to have spotted the dark outline of 
what she thought was the island on 
the very distant horizon. 

In fact, she was right, as she al-
ways is, and a handful of hours later 
we successfully moored at the Isth-
mus. I’m pretty sure my grandma 
regained her peppy composure once 
we were moored and I’m also pretty 

Continued on page 8
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California Boater Card
By 2025 everyone will 

eventually need a California 
Boater Card to operate a boat with 
a motor.

These two websites offer 
qualified FREE courses for you to 
take:
 US Boat Foundation 

-  https://www.boatus.org/
california/
 California Div of Boating and Waterways - https://

cld.bz/1NixEGo
Then its only $10 to the state Department of Boating and 

Waterways and they will send you a card. 
VYC's Board of Directors encourages ALL members to take a 

boating safety course and get your California Boater Card.
PS: If you have taken the US Sailing and Power Squadron ABC 

course in the last three years this qualifies for the course. However, 
you still need to go to the California Division of Boating and 
Waterways to get the California Boater Card.

Vice Views
Continued from page 7

sure my mom and dad immediately 
poured a couple of stiff bourbons. 
That evening as I was most certainly 
on the rail fishing my little heart 
out, the adults were getting ready 
for their cocktail hour, which was to 
be hosted on board (former Com-
modore) Bud and Elaine Lloyd’s 
Islander 30, Olita. After making fresh 
gin and tonics, Grandma proceeded 
to get into the El Toro at my dad’s 
instruction. I’m pretty sure my mom 
had no sooner uttered the reminder 
to take care stepping down the rope 
ladder, but you know how difficult 
it is for mothers to listen to their 

daughters. Grandma no sooner put 
her foot on the rail of the El Toro 
when the tender separated from the 
Catalina and we all heard the splash 
of Grandma meeting the drink with 
her drink. But my grandma was a 
cultured woman, and I can assure 
you that her gin and tonic remained 
intact as she, cursing uncontrollably 
under her breath, swam to Bud and 
Elaine’s boat with a smile on her 
face. 

I could probably tell similar tales 
about the remainder of that par-
ticular trip, but those are stories for 
another time, so stay tuned!

Garrett Baum
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Behind the Scenes

Let’s start this article 
talking like a sailor 

and using a dirty word: 
PAPERWORK. Who likes 
it? Nobody! It might 
surprise more than a 
few of you to learn that 
amidst all of the racing 
and parties and birthday 
dinners and summer 
camps that your Ven-
tura Yacht Club has been KNOCK-
ING OUT OF THE BALLPARK this 
summer, we’ve also been handling 
a boat-load (yes, I do make myself 
laugh!) of UGH .. paperwork.

Why would we DO this you ask? 
Let’s discuss three very important 
reasons:

1. Accuracy. Every change of 
command should include one very 
important aspect: an Audit. Knowing 
which vessels are where and belong-
ing to whom is crucial to making 
decisions that affect everyone.

2. Safety. This is the absolute 
highest priority of our stewardship. 
Each one of you counts on us to 
not just hope but ENSURE that all 
vessels on the property are properly 
documented or certified, insured, 
and inspected.

3. Consistency. While the rules 
and bylaws are quite specific, it’s im-
portant to know that they are being 
applied evenly. Reviewing and cor-
recting out of line rates or charges 
helps reassure everyone that they 
are being treated fairly.

So how does this affect you? 
First and foremost, it has required 

By General Manager Risa Delatoria
your patience as the 
“Waitlist” disappeared 
for review. I’m happy to 
announce that if you’re 
reading this article, it’s 
finally been returned 
to its rightful place on 
the patio board and the 
website, fully updated. 

Secondly, many of 
you will begin to re-

ceive polite emails requesting copies 
of whatever items might be missing 
from your office file. We understand 
that everyone is busy, but your ex-
pedient and cheerful compliance is 
requested for the reasons above. 

Lastly, but quite importantly, 
you’ll know you are doing your bit 
to save the planet. All the informa-
tion we’re retrieving is being input, 
automated and easily reported. Who 
doesn’t like being a superhero? Do-
ing the hard work on the front end 
now also ensures that everyone is 
receiving a digital statement im-
mediately at the beginning of the 
month.  

Never fear, if you’d still like a pa-
per copy please let the office know 
and we’ll cheerfully print you one, 
although it might come with some 
teasing about delivering it by Pony 
Express. At the end of the day, it all 
comes down to cleaning house and 
getting rid of that one dirty word. 
Our mothers would be so proud.

Risa Delatoria
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Many Thanks for This  
Ventura Cup 2022!

By Susan Howard, Ventura Cup Chair

Our Sponsors were off the chart 
this year! Pam Phillips, Judy 

Cunningham, and I hit the streets, 
shook hands, and put Ventura Yacht 
Club back on the map. We had many 
return sponsors and some new ones. 
Thank you Pam and Judy so much 
for your hard work.

List of Sponsors:
 West Marine
 Ventura Harbor Boat Yard
 Beacon Marine
 Ullman Sails
 Trader Joes
 805
 Margarita Ville
 Mike’s Consignment
 West Marine Pro
 North Sails
 Island Packers
 Aloha Steakhouse
 The Greek
 Danny’s Deli and Grill
 Andria’s Seafood
 Ventura Bikini Store
 Harbor Island 
 Derecktor Ventura
 Island Packers
 Walmart
Special thanks to SafePort Dis-

pensary owners Lonnie and Nancy 
Jarvis for their generous donation.

Thanks to Lisa Rizzo, and her 
shop Custom Embroidery for her 
continued hard work with hats and 
clothing, and Warren Casey for the 

Continued on page 12
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Many Thanks for This Ventura Cup 2022!
Continued from page 11

design of the logo, shirts, hats and 
the flyer. 

To create an event like the Ven-
tura Cup takes a team, and what a 
team we have!

Our Commodore, Dave Boatner, 
and Race Chair, Jim Dembowski, 
were a huge driving force from 
beginning to end, along with all the 
members, volunteers, Junior Coach 
Skylar, all the Race Committee, the 
protest committee, and the photog-
raphers on land and on Leo. 

And we could not have pulled 
this off without the extra help from 
Risa and Kai and their staff – they 
were amazing!

Pam Phillips – you rocked it! We 
enjoyed six months of lunches, dis-
cussing over and over preparing for 
the event – she is my amazing right 
hand person. 

  The most important Thank 
You! goes to all the skippers, 
crews, and guests from Ventura 
Yacht Club and especially those 
that made the trip from Channel 

Islands Yacht Club. 
Thank you again to everyone 

– you should be proud for a suc-
cessful regatta and event! 

(This is a two part Forecast story 
– more to come next Forecast.)

Port Captain
By Bryan Drew

Summer Time, and the boating is 
easy...er!! Fair winds and clear 

skies are more consistent and your 
Boat Misses You! 

Please be courteous with your 
fellow members as kayaks, dinghies, 
and equipment should be stored 
away, per our Dock Rules. 

The dinghy rack has several ves-
sels which need some cleaning up, 

and that would save the club some 
office work and notices next month. 
Give your Dock Box a good washing 
along with the boat. 

The LIMBLE repair system is 
working well and is available to 
help us manage the marina at club 
standards. 

Thank you and enjoy some great 
days at Sea!
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Membership Report
By Peter Acutt & Carolyn Cahn

Trial Members Mark, Soshanna,  Aviva & 
Emmet Hnat

The Hnat family 
is excited about 

joining the club. They 
have lived in Ventura 
for three years. They 
relocated here when 
Mark was presented 
with the opportunity 
to work at Channel 
Islands National Park as Chief Ranger. 
Emmet and Aviva have attended 
VYC summer sailing camps, Sunday 
Fundays and have fallen in love with 

sailing. Emmet has 
joined the Junior’s 
Racing team and 
has completed two 
regattas. The whole 
family enjoys stand 
up paddle boarding 
around the harbor. 
They look forward 

to being able to expand their time on 
and near the water with all the kind, 
fun people that they have met at the 
club.

Trial Members Dennis & Judy Orrock

Dennis and Judy have lived in 
Ventura since 1965. They are 

a blended family with five children. 
Dennis is an attorney and was a mem-
ber of the Ventura City Council from 
1978 to 1982. He served as Mayor of 
Ventura from 1983-1984. He has also 
worked on numerous civic commis-
sions and boards.

Judith worked as a preschool 

teacher and then worked for years 
with Dennis in their law office. She 
is a world traveler and has enjoyed 
many adventures on the water includ-
ing an Atlantic crossing, river, and 
ocean cruises in addition to extensive 
land travel.

They have many friends with 
boats and look forward to becoming a 
part of our club.

Boat Pictures

If you are interested in having 
a picture of your boat posted 

upstairs near the bar, please 
submit an 8” X 10” picture of 
your boat to the office. 
Remember to provide 
the name of the boat 
and how you would 
like your name listed 
on a note and the club 

will generate a 
label, frame the 
picture and place 
it upstairs on the 
wall. To cover the 
cost of the frame, 
your account will 

be charged a $5 fee. 
Pictures can be in 

a vertical or horizontal 
format, so please speci-
fy your preference.
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History of VYC’s Annual Catalina  
Island Cruise: The First Twenty Years

By Donald F. Mills, VYC Historian

As the 2022 Cata-
lina Cruise is about 

to get underway we 
thought it would be in-
teresting to review how 
it all got started and why 
we are able to partici-
pate in the annual stag-
ing of this popular week-
long cruising event. It all 
started in 1991 with the 
ideas and organizational 
skills of Bud and Elaine 
Lloyd. That first year the Lloyd’s ar-
ranged for use of the Moonstone Cove 
facilities of the Newport Harbor Yacht 
Club and the facilities in Emerald 
Cove of the Corsair Yacht Club and 
moorings in the Isthmus area. That 
meant that moorings would be avail-
able everywhere and one did not have 
to anchor. It was a real treat to use 
the facilities at Moonstone which, in 
addition to moorings in a protected 
cove, include a dinghy dock, a swim-
ming beach, a lawn play area, a hot 
freshwater shower, flush toilets and 
a barbecue area complete with ready 
made fire.

Perhaps to best explain the phi-
losophy of the Lloyd’s in planning the 
first Catalina Cruise is to repeat their 
words that were published in the June 
1991 issue of the Forecast.

“We will be having some cocktail 
parties and will be able to barbecue on 
the beach in every location. Of course, 
if you don’t want to participate in 
some of the activities, you don’t have 
to because hopefully everybody will 
be in a VACATION MOOD; and we be-

lieve that when you’re 
on vacation you should 
do what you want to, 
and not necessarily 
what somebody else 
has planned for you to 
do.”

“If you would like 
to have or be a ‘BUDDY 
BOAT’ we can put you 
in touch with the right 
boats. We would like to 
have everybody come 

and enjoy this cruise, so if you haven’t 
made a trip like this before we think 
that this cruise will be the opportune 
time because there will be so many 
friends going that we’re sure we can 
hook you up with a ‘buddy’ boat”

Also established on that first 
cruise was the morning radio net 
where boaters are able to get a run-
down on the day’s activities and other 
announcements or request assistance 
with a mechanical or medical prob-
lem. All of these were intended to 
make the cruise as enjoyable as pos-
sible. Twenty-five boats and 63 people 
participated in that first event.

The Lloyd’s were again the orga-
nizers for the second annual cruise 
which had a turnout of 25 boats. 
There was a very tragic accident on 
the fifth day when Sandy Basler fell 
from a cliff while hiking and was seri-
ously injured. She later succumbed 
to those injuries. There is some great 
hiking on the island, but one would be 
well advised to use only trails and stay 

Continued on page 18
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History of Annual Catalina Island Cruise
Continued from page 17

away from the cliffs.
In a recap of the 

1995 cruise Bud Lloyd 
said, “Seeing racers, 
cruisers, sail boaters 
and power boaters all 
together at the same 
time and at the same 
event is very gratifying 
to us.” In subsequent 
years new events were 
available such as din-
ner at Long Beach YC, 
tour of LA Harbor on 
the way to Catalina or a 
cioppino feed put on by the Wheelers 
of Ahoy. In the year 2000 the Lloyds 
were joined by Jim and Mary Brye as 
Co-chairs in anticipation of the Lloyds 
retirement after 10 very successful 
years. A record of 35 boats and 102 
members and crew participated in 
2000.

Jim and Mary Brye continued 
alone very successfully in the years 
2001 and 2002 and then in 2003 
brought Scott and Sandy Sampson 
aboard as Co-chairs of the Catalina 
Cruise. The Sampsons soloed as Chair 
of the 2004 cruise which included a 
great fishing tournament and the ever- 
popular Catalina Shuffle.

Neil Fraser was Chairman for the 
2005, 2006 and 2007 Cruises which in-
cluded many of the traditional activi-
ties and some additional “down under” 
surprises. Gary Bright became Cata-
lina Cruise chair in 2008 along with a 
number of “bright” ideas including the 
first of a series of pre-cruise seminars 
with lots of fun and laughter.

In 2009 with Jeff Stansfield head-
ing up the event, cruisers had the 

privledge of using facil-
ities at Channel Cruis-
ing Club and LAYC’s 
facilities at Howlands. 
The previously popular 
Moonstone Madness 
event was revived. 
Forty boats signed-up 
for the cruise.

The energetic 
committee for the 2010 
cruise included Jeff 
Stansfield, Norris Leap, 
Joel Bozarth and Brian 
York. Anchorages used 

were Two Harbors and Corsair Cove 
Yacht Club at Emerald Bay. Activi-
ties included breakfast at the Banning 
House, hiking ashore, fishing tourna-
ment, diving, barbeques ashore and 
the fun filled Crew’s Capers.

Material for this article was 
gleaned from some 50 prior issues of 
the Forecast. From the recaps of each 
cruise several themes became quite 
evident; everyone had a good time, 
the participants were very apprecia-
tive of the efforts of the cruise chairs 
and the chairs were likewise apprecia-
tive of the volunteers that pitched in 
to help in so many ways from logistic 
of supplies, hosting parties, to cleanup 
of shore facilities after the shore-side 
barbecues. With the satisfaction of 
cruise participants noted, the Lloyd’s 
original idea was indeed a good one! 
The Annual Catalina Island Cruise has 
been successful for forty years be-
cause of the continuity of leadership, 
chairpersons responsible for more 
than one year of service and training 
their replacements. This concept may 
have merit for other activities in VYC.
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Social Report
Story by Mary Beck & Heidi Francke, Photos by Ferol Ludwig & Heidi Francke

Thanks to Sue Gentzle and Joani 
Egbert, the 4th of July party was 

a great success! Over 90 club mem-
bers joined in on the fun.

Can you believe that we are 
more than half way through the year 
already and have staged 14 special 
events at the club?  Hopefully, you 
were able to attend them all. Get 
ready for the next one that happens 
in August.  Our famous Dinghy Party 
is set for Saturday, August 13 and is 
limited to 80 club members.  Be sure 
to sign up.  Start at the club to get 
your wristbands and then cast off to 
three different houses in the Ventura 
Keys.  Cate Calderwood did a lot of 
work to put this together.

Our next meeting for the Social 
Committee is Sunday, August 14 at 2 
p.m. All members, old and new, are 
invited. Cheers. 
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Junior's Program
By Braedon Baum

Continued on page 23

With over eighty 
students com-

ing through our doors 
in just four weeks, 
I am excited to see 
what the rest of this 
year’s Summer Camp 
holds in store for 
us! While we have 
another seventy or so 
students reserved for 
our remaining weeks, 
there might still be 
space by the time you 
read this, so be sure to 
reach out to VYC to get 
your youth sailor out 
here! 

Those among us 
who attend the Wet 
Wednesday series may 
have seen that multiple 
Junior sailors have 
been hosted aboard 
both racing boats and 
race committee. This 
is perhaps my favorite 
instance of VYC mem-
bers stepping up to 
include youth sailors in 
the club, as it was how 
I got my start in “the 
big boats” fifteen years 
ago. Thus far, Commo-
dore David Boatner on 
Rival, Vice Commodore 
Garrett Baum and I on 
Bikini Machine, Peter Acutt on Smooth 
Jazz, and Jim Dembowski on VYC’s RC 
boat, Leo Robbins, have hosted Junior 
sailors and their families. 

The Juniors’ own racing series, 
the Crazy-8’s, have certainly been 

crazy. Hosted Thurs-
day evenings, we 
have thus far found 
the same conditions 
as Wet Wednesday 
racers: wet and 
breezy. Our first race 
of the series was 
cancelled, but the 

coaching staff still had 
the opportunity to take 
students out on FJs 
for a beautiful evening 
of harbor cruising. A 
hiking strap breaking 
mid-rolltack sent me 
over the rail at one 
point in time, but the 
sun and wind got me 
dry before I even hit 
the dock. Week two 
was also cancelled due 
to more breeze than 
even the week before. 
Week three was a show 
unto itself. Students 
were again placed in 
FJs, mainsail-only, 
with an extra student 
in each boat for more 
weight; however, two 
capsizes before the first 
race sequence led me 
to cancel the rest of the 
night. Crazy-8 #4 is to 
be hosted just hours 
from the time of my 

writing, and—knocking on wood—the 
breeze looks to be calmer than before.

Post-summer, we look to have both 
our Laser and Opti race teams attend 
their respective class events. Practices 
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Junior's Program
Continued from page 22

will be hosted throughout the year to 
accompany these events, so be on the 
lookout for the club’s Junior racers 
who represent us up and down the 
coast! Our Saturday Training Events 
and Sunday Fundays will also carry 
through the year as was done in the 
past, giving children a chance to try 
our program and expand their skills. 
Additionally, our “Borrow a Boat” 
program allows Juniors to take boats 
in their free time, meaning the school 
year won’t stop students from visit-
ing our club and enjoying time on the 
water! A select few of these youths 
now have Trial Members for parents, 
meaning they, too, are welcome to 
join their kids.

In need of a new yacht club shirt? 
Maybe looking for another piece of 
VYC clothing to wear around town? 
The Junior Program now has t-shirts, 

too! The design may be found on both 
the Junior Facebook group (Youth 
Sailing at Ventura Yacht Club) and the 
official VYC Facebook group (Ventura 
Yacht Club Facebook Group). Interested 
in getting one for yourself? Pre-order-
ing begins Friday, August 12. Reach 
out to vycyouthsailing@gmail.com 
or call 805-642-0426 to order yours. 
These will be made available for pick-
up and purchase beginning Sunday, 
August 21; all proceeds go directly to 
the Junior Program General Fund.

Thank you to the whole of the 
yacht club membership for your sup-
port of this program over the years, 
but especially this year. The post-
COVID craze to get back outside has 
allowed our rosters to be bolstered, 
but it is your donation of time, equip-
ment, and funds that allow us to host 
events in the first place. Thank you.

VYC Hits The Beach
By Don Hurley

The often-delayed 2022 VYC Beach 
Cleanup was accomplished on 

Sunday, July 10.  Weather was coop-
erative, sunny skies and mild winds 
with scattered tourists providing a 
counterpoint to the scattered trash.

Participation was limited this year, 
for a variety of reasons, with the lion’s 
share being performed by the Guilti-
nan family, Sean, Sara and young Oli-
ver (see photo).  Thanks, and genuine 
gratitude were displayed by many of 
the beach goers who truly appreciated 
the efforts of the club.

We are encouraging VYC members 
and their families to participate in our 
“Grab and Go” Program.  As the name 
suggests, just take  one of the many 

beach buckets and grabbers available 
in the patio area, and go find a beach 
to cleanup.  More than just exercise, 
it’s an adventure.

Go Grabbing!
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Race Report
By Jim Dembowski

Continued on page 28

The 2022 Ventura Cup is in the 
books, and it is a good read!  

Over six races (more on that later!), 
VYC’s “Blue” team of Rival, DJ, and 
Jaded prevailed with a dominating 
team performance. VYC’s “Red” 
team of The Mighty Gumbercules, 
Abracadabra, and Fat Tuesday took 
second, edging CIYC’s Team ‘Nard 
Core (consisting of Chronic, Mad 
Dog, and Bandaloop) by a single 
point.  

Conditions on Saturday were 
ideal; seas had a bit of swell and the 
wind stayed relatively steady at 9-10 
knots.  What wasn’t steady was the 
wind direction, but to the apprecia-
tion of the racers (AND the PRO!), 
Miguel Valdes, Brian Drew, and 
Dave DesBaillets on Leo, and Sky-
lar Chaffy on Steadfast, efficiently 
caught the shifts and measured the 
courses in an expeditious manner.  
“Concerns” were expressed (and 
noted) that for two of the four races 
the line was juuuust a bit too short 
to be so pin-end-favored, so that was 
a opportunity for improvement on 
Sunday.

Sunday was a challenge, but 
the RC was up to it (at least the vast 
majority of “it”).  Very light and 
shifty winds caused a postponement 
of race five, but after the RC boat 
was re-anchored (with a longer and 
not-so-pin-end-favored line!) and 
Jan Lawson and Dave DesBaillets 
on Leo reset the course with Skylar 
(again on Steadfast), racers were 
sent off at noon, only 30 minutes 
late.  The winds then subtlety but 

substantially changed direction, and 
the course and line were quickly 
reset for the sixth race. The racers 
were sent on a double-lapper, and 
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Race Report
Continued on page 27

then some “challenges” arose.  Ban-
daloop had to retire from competi-
tion to take an injured crew-member 
back to shore, which meant that the 
CIYC team would be hard-pressed 
to perform in a manner that could 
change the team’s position in the 
last race.  There was a malfunction 
on Steadfast that required her to be 
towed to shore by the Leo.  As all this 
was unfolding, there was the thought 
amongst the RC that we could still 
get a seventh race off utilizing the 
existing course as long as the wind 
did not shift.  Given that thought, the 
pennant displaying the anticipated 
course number was readied for place-
ment on the stern pulpit.  Unfor-
tunately, the prayers of the PRO 
were not answered in the manner 
petitioned; as just as the lead boats 
rounded the final leg of the sixth 
race, Aeolus threw us a sustained, 80 
degree wind shift to the left.  With no 
support boats to change the course, 
the recognition that the Team Results 
would not be changed by running a 
seventh race, and with the concur-
rence of all three Team Captains, 
the marks were picked-up and the 
Regatta was called at six races.

It is hoped the racers had as 
much fun while diligently working 
as we did on the RC boat.  As always, 
Pam Phillips ran the timing and scor-
ing of the races, more than ably as-
sisted by Rita Suley, Scott and Robin 
Arnold, and Connie Larson.  While 
these folks made the races happen 
on-the-water, the “event” portion of 
the Ventura Cup Regatta was in full 

Continued on page 29



VYC Forecast 29August 2022
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swing when the boats came back to 
shore.  Once again, Susan Howard’s 
efforts (with huge assistance from 
Judy Cunningham and Pam Phillips) 
had resulted in a well-sponsored raffle 
of valuable prizes and true “sailing” 
performance awards for the skippers.  
Then there were other nuances to the 
event that, frankly, could have only 
sprung from the mind of a racer (as 
Susan has been) who had returned to 
dock after a hard day of racing; racers 
found personalized ice chests loaded 
with champagne and ice teas await-
ing them when they came in (a CIYC 
Skipper was moved to remark, “what 
a class act!”)  I know Susan will thank 
those who gave her such great assis-
tance in her article. 

Risa and her staff simply shined.  
Pasteries and coffee were laid out for 
the skippers meeting on Saturday 
morning.  Members of the RC received 
great lunches both days; the Sunday 
breakfast was great; and at both the 

Saturday BBQ and Sunday “enhanced” 
munchies, the kitchen and bar staff 
excelled in both quality of food/drink 
and service.  

Simply put, VYC was well-repre-
sented both on and off the water!

On July 28, after a one-week 
break (while a good portion of the club 
is in Catalina), the weekly Wednesday 
night competition for bragging rights 
and ball caps will resume.  As of this 
writing, Rival is atop the leaderboard 
in Class “A” Spinnaker, Jaded is atop 
Class “B” Spinnaker, and Volare leads 
Class “C” non-Spinnaker.

See you on the water or at your 
club!

Support Our Junior's Sailing Program by 
Signing up for AmazonSmile

The Ventura 
Youth Sailing 

Foundation pro-
vides money for 
equipment and scholarships to our 
junior sailing program. AmazonSmile 
is a simple way for you to support 
the Ventura Youth Sailing Foundation 
every time you shop, at no cost to 
you! AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% 
of your eligible purchases to the our 
junior youth sailing program.

All you need to do is go to smile.
amazon.com. On your first visit to 

smile.amazon.com 
or AmazonSmile 
on your Amazon 
Shopping app, you 

will be prompted to select a charitable 
organization to receive donations from 
eligible purchases before you begin 
shopping. Amazon will remember 
your selection, and then every eligible 
purchase you make on AmazonSmile 
will result in a donation. After select-
ing a charitable organization, you can 
also activate AmazonSmile on the 
Amazon Shopping app.
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The Forecast
The Forecast will be mailed  

the last week of each 
month. The deadline for copy 
and photographs is the 15th 
of the previous month. Copy 
should be submitted to Stan 
Whisenhunt at swhisenhun@ 
aol.com. Photographs should 
be submitted in digital form 
to graphic artist Cindy Daly at 
cmdaly@pacbell.net, or photo-
graphs should be left at the club 
office.
Copy, deadline: The 15th of each 

month.
Editor: Stan Whisenhunt, 
919-0555, swhisenhun@
aol.com 
Copy Editor: Sheri Green, 
661-414-6915, sheriholz@
juno.com
Photographers: Bob 
“Flash” Wheeler, Ra-

fael Francke, Miguel Valdes, 
Carolyn Cahn, Dan Cahn and Ferol 
Ludwig.  
Graphic Designer: Cindy Daly, 
805-701-0882, cmdaly@pacbell.net

Club Hours 
Friday
 Dinner ....................................................... 1700-2030
Saturday
 Lunch ........................................................ 1100-1400
 Grill Night ................................................ 1700-2030
Sunday
 Breakfast .................................................... 0800-1230
 Rolling Sunday Munchies ........................  1230-1700
 (Complimentary)
New Extended Bar
 Friday ....................................................... 1600-2130
 Saturday ................................................... 1100-2130
 Sunday ..................................................... 0800-1800
Office Hours 
 Daily ........................................................ 0900-1700

Meeting Notice: The Annual Meeting of the Membership is held on 
the fourth Friday of October at 7 p.m.  Regular Meetings of the Membership 
are usually held on the fourth Friday of the months of January, April, July, 
August, and September and are held after dinner.  The Board of Directors 
usually meets the third Thursday of every month except December at 7 p.m. 
Notice of a change to Regular Meetings of the Membership, or of a change to 
Board of Director meetings, and Notice of Special Board of Director meetings 
will be via the VYC website Master Calendar.
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Ventura Yacht Club 2022 Advertising Rates
Business Card (3” wide x 2” tall)* $ 50 per month

($45 if advertiser commits for 6 months)
Half-page (5” wide x 3 1/2” tall)* $ 75 per month

($65 if advertiser commits for 6 months)
Full-page (5” wide x 7 1/2” tall)* $105 per month

($95 if advertiser commits for 6 months)
Full-page - inside cover - color  (5” wide x 8” tall)* $150 per month

($125 if pay in advance 6 months or more)
Full-page - back cover - color  (5” wide x 8” tall)* $175 per month
 ($150 if pay in advance 6 months or more)

*Prices are for camera ready ads. If not camera ready, an additional charge will apply 
for set-up.  Ads are black and white except for the inside cover and back cover.
To place an ad please contact the VYC office at 805-642-0426. 

August
Birthdays

Frank Tansley, August 1.
Jack Pandol, August 2. 
Henry Richter, August 2.
Sue Smashey, August 3.
Brooke Ashworth, August 4.
David Merrick, August 4.
Mike LeBlanc, August 6.
Michael Chiarella, August 8.
TianYi DeJong, August 8.
Bruce Puntenney, August 9.
Tracie West, August 9.
Richard Van Gemert, August 11.
Christina Baum, August 12.
Patrick Haskins, August 12.
Cindy Jones, August 12.
C.J. Juengst, August 16.
Ted Chandler, August 16.
Robert Simmons, August 16.
Peter Ruscher, August 17.

Kerry Leiman, August 18.
Pat Ramey, August 18.
Derek Turner, August 20.
Rick Jones, August 21. 
James Linesch, August 24.
Judy Coverdale, August 26.
Carl Osborn, August 26.
Jeff Beller, August 27.
Jill Forman, August 27.
Don Hurley, August 27. 
Diane Sanson, August 27.
Annie Kohut, August 28.
John Sugden, August 28.
Kayanna Campana, August 29.
Bryan Drew, August 29.
Jurgen Gramckow, August 30.
Scott Arnold, August 30.
Martin Gramckow, August 31.
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