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Flag Officers
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Vice Commodore  Garrett Baum
Rear Commodore  John Sugden
Secretary   Cate Calderwood
Treasurer   Rena Mills
Port Captain   Bryan Drew
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Fleet Captain/Power  Dan Cahn
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Rena Mills (24)
Garrett Baum (23)
Joel Bozarth (23) 

Dwight Rowe (23)  
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David Boatner (22) 
Belinda Del Pesco (22) 
John Sugden (22)   

Yacht Club Staff
General Manager Risa Delatoria
Assistant Manager Kai Salazar
Waterfront Activities Manager Braedon Baum
Head Chef  José Silva
Sous Chef Carlos Islas

Office Hours
Daily 0900-1700

Telephone Number

1755 Spinnaker Drive • Ventura • CA • 93001

805-642-0426

E-mail: office@venturayachtclub.org
Web Page: www.venturayachtclub.org

Marine Radio
VHF: WRV 530

In case of an EMERGENCY 
contact The Commodore or a Flag Officer

VYC Group MMSI: 036713092



2022 VYC Committees
Audit Jon Everhart, Chair

Bylaws Stan Whisenhunt, Chair

Cannoneer David Boatner/Bob Beck,  
 Co-Chairs

Communications Stan Whisenhunt/Sheri Green 
 Co-Chairs

Community Outreach Don Hurley, Chair

Cruise Joel Bozarth/Hans Larsen,  
 Co-Chairs

Finance Rena Mills, Chair

Fishing Rob Miller, Chair

Historian Don Mills

Human Resources Don Hurley/John Sugden,  
 Co-Chairs

Insurance Don Hurley/John Sugden,  
 Co-Chairs

Junior’s Program Christina Baum, Chair

Marina Management  Bryan Drew, Chair

Membership Enrichment Don Hurley

Membership Carolyn Cahn/ Peter Acutt,  
 Co-Chairs

PHRF Representative TBD 

Predicted Log Race  Ed Kutchma, Chair

Property Management David Merrick, Chair

Race Jim Dembowski, Chair

Social Heidi Franke/Mary Beck,   
 Co-Chairs

Ventura Cup Susan Howard, Chair

Webmaster Belinda Del Pesco



VYC Forecast 5December 2022

From the Commodore
By Commodore David Boatner

Thanks to all of you 
for allowing me to 

serve VYC for these last 
three years.  Together 
we have overcome great 
challenges.  The ravages 
of COVID still impact the 
club economically.  The 
retirement of Chef José 
and Anthony, with their 
replacement by a new Chef 
José and Risa has added 
to the complexity of these 
last couple of years.  Still, we have 
remained a vibrant enjoyable club 
with many opportunities to have fun 
and enjoy each other’s company.  

It would take a book to thank all 
of the members who have helped in 
keeping VYC a going concern during 
the last few years.  Volunteering at 
VYC has been a grand tradition and 
is at the heart of our social and race 
programs.  I encourage all members 
to take a little time and volunteer for 
something at the club.  It’s a great way 
to have fun and enjoy yourself.

The Dock Replacement Project is 
still slowly making its way through the 
regulatory process.  It appears we are 
still on track to be getting new docks 
in the last half of next year.  We con-
tinue to upgrade our facilities and pro-
cesses.  You can now pay any charges 
and your monthly bill by credit card. 
(You will have to pay the service fee.)  
A new roster will be coming out in 
the near future as we are working to 
improve our information services to 
the membership.  Eventually we will 
have a picture roster and a boat roster 
available online and in print.  The 
Bridge, the Board, and our General 
Manager, have been diligently improv-

ing things that you do not 
see.  Accounting systems, 
membership information 
systems, new insurance 
policies, maintenance pro-
cesses, and better manage-
ment practices are all areas 
where your Board has been 
making improvements for 
the benefit of the member-
ship.  These improvements 
will provide the club a 
sound foundation for our 

activities in the future.
I have received a lot of support 

these last three years.  The Rival Crew 
and many of my friends have always 
been there, ready to help out when 
needed.  If the wealth of a man is to be 
counted in the quality of his friend-
ships, I am truly very rich.  Of course, 
there is one person who has stood by 
me, in thick and thin, for over forty 
years, the Comodorable Monica.  To 
put up with me for so long, she truly 
must be a saint.

Monica and I wish you a joyous 
Holiday Season.  Please be under-
standing to others when they take the 
parking space you thought was yours.  
Afterall politeness and compassion 
cost us nothing and may truly help 
someone in distress. Reminder! Tuba 
Christmas is at the Pacific View Mall 
at noon on Sunday December 4. It’s 
another way to have fun during the 
Holiday Season. Afterall, having fun is 
what boaters and Boatners do best.

Wishing you Peace on Earth and 
Goodwill towards All. 

David Boatner
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Vice Views
By Vice Commodore Garrett Baum

As the end of our 
club’s calendar 

year draws to a close, 
I’d be remiss if I didn’t 
look back at my Vice 
Commodore year, 
acknowledge the 
successes our club has 
enjoyed, take note of 
ways in which we can 
improve, and offer my 
sincere gratitude to those 
who have given so much of their 
time and talent to the various facets 
of our club. 

I’d like to thank my fellow 
Bridge members for their steadfast 
dedication to the club this year. 
Serving on the Bridge is a full-time 
job and Dave and John have been 
excellent stewards in their own 
rites. I also appreciate every one 
of our Board members; each has a 
wealth of knowledge and their con-
tributions have ensured the smooth 
running of the club. To those 
members who have served as chair-
persons of committees, I am grate-
ful for your leadership. To those 
who’ve volunteered as members of 
committees, your contributions are 
appreciated. We were able to enjoy 
handfuls of social events such as 
the Ladies’ High Tea, a member 
appreciation luncheon wherein 
we honored our former manager, a 
wonderful dinghy party, and scads 
of themed dinners. 

Of course, the pheonix of our 
club still rises from our on-the-

water events, and I’d like 
to extend my deepest 
appreciation to our cruise 
chairs and our race chair, 
and their committees. 
Our cruises were to great 
locations and were well 
attended, but our Cata-
lina Cruise really took 
the cake this year – well 
done! While several of 
our races throughout the 

year saw a dip in attendance, our 
Wet Wednesday series ran strong 
for 22 weeks. Wet Wednesdays see 
a volunteer corps unparalleled to 
any other group in the VYC arsenal, 
and I’d like to offer up my warmest 
appreciation to them all! In addi-
tion to our own VYC racing, we 
were able to host three one-design 
championship regattas in the span 
of  nine weeks’ time: the ILCA 
PCCs, the Thistle PCCs, and the an-
nual Fall Opti Regatta. These three 
events brought a total of 109 boats 
to VYC—this is something we can 
all be very proud of. 

As we approach the end of 2022, 
I can’t help but feel an enormous 
amount of admiration and thanks 
to you, my fellow members, for all 
you do to make our club a success. I 
wish you all the happiest of holi-
days, and I look forward to seeing 
you out on the water and around 
the club in 2023.

Garrett Baum
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From the Rear
By Rear Commodore John Sugden

Fall. My favorite season 
for the sunrise jog – the 

cool crisp air, the colorful 
crunchy sycamore leaves, 
the honking geese at the 
golf course lake. I like these 
birds.

I don’t like the osprey 
who has again attempted to 
winter on my masthead and 
drop a mess below, includ-
ing rocks. Rocks on a teak 
deck!!!

To prepare for the season (and 
combat the osprey), I have hoisted 
garden rakes to the mastheads (bird 
filters), closed the opening ports, 
secured the boom covers and furling 
headsail, and inspected the dock lines, 
chafe gear, and power cord to make 
sure all is safe for the winter rains 
and winds including the Santa Anas. 
My narrow-beamed boat likes to sail, 
even in her slip, and during a Santa 
Ana cross wind I have seen her heal 
far enough to bury the boot stripe, 
so lines and power cords need to be 
right. I also always check the bilge.

On the business side, there are 
fewer on the water activities this time 
of year though the Junior’s still have 
their weekend events and just suc-

cessfully hosted the Opti 
Regatta, and the Parade of 
Lights is right around the 
corner.

Behind the scenes 
there is plenty going on to 
end 2022 on a high note 
and prepare for 2023. 
We on the Bridge have a 
full calendar including 
Finance Committee and 
Board of Directors’ meet-
ings, the Birthday Dinner, 

Change of Command, and the Staff 
Dinner. Between these events there is 
plenty of chatter between us regarding 
the business of running and improv-
ing the club, most recently on budget 
and finance issues, bylaws changes, 
major and minor repairs, the docks, 
etc. In my opinion everyone works 
well together, and I look forward to a 
great new year.

I also enjoyed attending the club’s 
Thanksgiving Feast on November 20. 
As I say, I like some birds – especially 
when they’re roasted with all the trim-
mings.

  
John Sugden
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Behind the Scenes

What an amazing 
year it’s been! I 

couldn’t be more thank-
ful to be a part of such a 
wonderful yacht club, a 
fantastic team, and Mem-
bers I’ve come to know 
and adore. I could write 
pages listing and thank-
ing all of those who have 
been particularly sup-
portive and helpful, but I 
would truly be remiss if I 
didn’t take the opportunity at the end 
of this first year to thank one special 
person in particular: Commodore 
David Boatner.

We have SO much to thank him 
for!  His tenure saw changes in 
management, software, point of sale 
procedures, banking, insurance, and 
policies, to name just a few. The Lim-
ble system for maintenance is thriv-
ing due to his leadership and personal 
time and attention. His focus on the 
hoist and Leo Robbins have resulted 
in safer, more thorough processes and 
maintenance. The work he has done, 
and continues to do, on the new dock 

By General Manager Risa Delatoria
project is nearly super-
human.

 I can honestly say 
that I’ve rarely met a 
harder worker or more 
organized leader in my 
life. Not only have I 
benefited greatly from 
his vast knowledge of 
Ventura Yacht Club’s 
inner workings and 
history, but personally 
from his kindness, in-

sight and guidance as I navigated the 
white waters of my first year. We’ve 
laughed together, got teary-eyed 
together, and even fought together, 
but we’ve always walked away with 
a great respect for each other and a 
friendship that is very close to my 
heart; Dave has certainly proven to 
be a man who cares with ALL OF 
HIS. Thanks again for everything, 
Commodore. You are one in a mil-
lion.

Risa Delatoria
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Membership Report
Peter Acutt

Not surprisingly, this year is 
rushing out from under our 

feet like a strong ebb tide! As fall 
settles in with hot chocolate and 
other treats, we prepare to spend 
time with our loved ones over the 
Thanksgiving celebrations.

We are delighted to report 
back on our recent New Members 
Brunch, which was certainly a fes-
tive occasion with everyone inter-
mingling.  It was certainly fun and 
entertaining with the self-introduc-
tions by the “Class of ‘22.”  As we 
came to the end Michael Chiarella 
gathered us all and lead a cheer to 
the “Class of ‘22,” thanks Michael 
that was great.

As always, a great THANKS to 
Sandy Swanson for the table decora-
tions, THANKS to Tracie and Emily 
West for the photos, Risa and the 
Galley Team for once again making 
us proud, THANKS.
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Social Report
By Heidi Francke

We all have special places in 
our lives. Be it a vacation 

spot, a restaurant, a club or some-
where on a mountain by a lake.

It can be anywhere for any of us, 
and I'm sure we all have a few that 
immediately come to mind. For me 
it is Ventura Yacht Club.

It's been my honor to serve as 
your Social Committee Chair and 
along with Mary Beck we had a lot 
of fun putting special events to-
gether. We could not have done it 
without all the volunteers that made 
it possible. 

We still have a few events to 
look forward to this month. Change 
of Command is up first, followed by 
the Christmas Boat Parade and of 
course the New Year's Eve's 
Party. Susan Bozarth and Kim 
Bernard put this event to-
gether. Come and join us for a 
Sock Hop. Lots of dancing and 
laughter. Be sure to sign up.

A correction to last 
month’s Forecast.

 It was Didi Martin and 
her helpers who staged a very 
special Halloween Party.

Thanks to everybody who 
volunteered their time.

Tracie West and Sheila Ri-
ley are your new Co-Chairs. 
I hope you support them as 
much as you supported us.

Wishing you a very 
Happy Holiday Season and a 
Healthy 2023.

Signing off. Cheers.
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Junior's Program

By Braedon Baum

Continued on page 17

It Takes A Village

I am honored to have the pleasure 
of accepting the position of Water-

front Activities Manager for the Ven-
tura Yacht Club! While most nearly 
all of you know my story of involve-
ment at VYC, I’d like to share a bit of 
my life at VYC for those who joined 
our club more recently. In 2004, I 
was introduced to the Ventura Yacht 
Club courtesy of my parents, Garrett 
and Christina Baum. My mom and 
dad had previously been members 
and had run the Junior's Program in 
the mid-90s. They, themselves, were 
third-generation members, after my 
dad’s parents and grandparents. In 
2004, they joined again as members 
while also signing me and my sister 
up as Junior Members. Between 
sailing for fun and for competition, 
it became—quite literally—my life 
as my family and I moved aboard 
a Catalina 30 in November of 2009. 
Upgrading to a Columbia 43 in 
February 2015, I lived aboard until 
December of 2019. 

My involvement in the Junior’s 
Program wasn’t just as a member, 
however, and in August of 2012, I 
took a position as Assistant Coach 
in the Junior’s Program before be-
ing officially hired as a Coach the 
next year. I spent the next six years 
working with different instructors 
and learning the ropes of coach-
ing before being offered my dream 
position: Head Instructor! Despite 
having only just turned 19, I set 
about growing the program into 

Left to Right: Laura Leap; Kather-
ine Stewart; Chelsea Leary; Hunter 
Leary; Mason Stansfield; Elizabeth 
Stewart; Katelyn Dembowski; Lisa 
Leap; Braedon Baum.

something that offered the fun and 
relaxation that the “day-sailors” out 
there enjoy while also entertaining 
the “Mach-two with my hair on fire” 
types. If you’ve read my reports 
and articles, you’ll find that this is 
exactly what has been achieved this 
year! Thank you to my parents for 
introducing me to this niche world; 
to the countless other “parents” and 
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Junior's Program
Continued from page 16

“grandparents” of VYC that I have; 
to my amazing partner, Brennyn 
Henuber, for her support; and to the 
members, Juniors, and parents of 
Juniors who have given unyielding 
support to the program!

Those of you who’ve been fol-
lowing along with my other articles 
and with the general chatter around 
the club know that our Junior Rac-
ing Team has been wicked busy 
these last few weeks. At the end of 
October, we traveled up to Santa 
Barbara for the Goblin Regatta. Five 
of our eight team members were 
able to make it up, and the addition 
of another sailor from Balboa Yacht 
Club to my charge made for a great 
event both on and off the water. 
One of our team members who had 
never raced before took a bullet on 
Sunday! Not only did everybody 
have an incredible time racing, but 
SBYC’s hospitality was well above 
par, keeping even those who may 
have had a rough day in competi-
tion well-relaxed. Our team took 
many lessons away from the event, 

ones that were to be used two weeks 
later at our own event, the Fall Opti 
Regatta. 

Sixty-six competitors lined the 
back forty of our parking lot over 
Veteran’s Day Weekend, along with 
over a dozen coaches, more than 
one hundred parents and grand-
parents, and numerous siblings. 
The Fall Opti Regatta was, again, 
the largest annual event hosted at 
VYC. Never before had our team 
provided such a large input to this 
mass of people; this year, however, 
VYC provided an eighth of the 
force. Not only did new competi-
tors representing VYC attend, but 
new parents and families turned 
out to volunteer their efforts. Bryan 
and Anna Stephan, along with their 
daughter, Kate, gave their time on 
Saturday to help me on the Green 
Fleet race committee, running races 
for their son, Skyler, and the other 
36 Green Fleeters. Shoshanna Hnat, 
a new trial member of ours along 

Continued on page 18
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Junior's Program
Continued from page 17

with her husband, Mark, operated 
the check-in table with Christina 
Baum on Saturday before stepping 
up to run race committee with me 
on Sunday. Shoshanna’s son, Em-
met, has been racing for VYC for the 
past year now, and she was pleased 
to see his and other team members’ 
growth out on the water. Addition-
ally, Jane Dascalos and Adam Yates 
helped with competitor check-in as 
the racers launched on Saturday and 
Sunday, respectively. 

We’ve hosted the Fall Opti Re-
gatta since 2009, back when I was 
competing on our team of three! 
Over the years, volunteers have 
given their time, effort, and material 
to making this event not only pos-
sible, but fun and this year was no 
different. Stanton Smith worked his 
first year as the Championship Fleet 
P.R.O.; Jim Dembowski operated the 
Leo Robbins; Christina Baum, Bryce 

Rigney, and Suzi Ramey worked as 
the Race Committee; Garrett Baum 
operated the mark-set vessel; Derek 
Turner and Andrew Cosbie donated 
their personal vessel Dive Bar to 
the club so we could host the Green 
Fleet; Judy Cunningham, Pam Phil-
lips, and Jean Crew ran the snack 
bar for competitors both days; Dave 
Wilson operated the hoist; Dave 
Merrick manned the gate in Ventura 
West Marina’s parking lot; and Dave 
Trude ran the score entry. 

Coming up, our Race Team will 
be heading down to Cabrillo Beach 
Yacht Club for the Opti Holiday 
Regatta on December 3-4. This event 
will be the final for the fall season of 
the Carrie Series, but you better be-
lieve that we’ll be back up in spring 
for the next half of the series, along 
with many other programs and 
events for youths around our club!

Support Our Junior's Sailing Program by 
Signing up for AmazonSmile

The Ventura 
Youth Sailing 

Foundation pro-
vides money for 
equipment and scholarships to our 
junior sailing program. AmazonSmile 
is a simple way for you to support 
the Ventura Youth Sailing Foundation 
every time you shop, at no cost to 
you! AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% 
of your eligible purchases to the our 
junior youth sailing program.

All you need to do is go to smile.
amazon.com. On your first visit to 

smile.amazon.com 
or AmazonSmile 
on your Amazon 
Shopping app, you 

will be prompted to select a charitable 
organization to receive donations from 
eligible purchases before you begin 
shopping. Amazon will remember 
your selection, and then every eligible 
purchase you make on AmazonSmile 
will result in a donation. After select-
ing a charitable organization, you can 
also activate AmazonSmile on the 
Amazon Shopping app.
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Introduction to December’s 
History Article

By Don Mills, Club Historian

With some old papers, I recently found an article by Merrill C. Allyn that he 
wrote about the building of Happy I (1940-1948). The article was greater 

length than normally allocated for the Forecast.  Therefore it was divided into 
two parts, and part one was published in the November Forecast. If you missed 
that article, it is suggested you read it before proceeding to part two.  This con-
cludes the story.

The Building of Happy
By Merrill C. Allyn

(Part 2 - Continued from the 
November Forecast.)

In the fall of 1946 the business 
man I had been working for sold out 
and I suddenly found myself with lots 
of time for boat building.  Inspection 
showed the frame to be in surpris-
ingly good condition so work on it was 
resumed.

The sale of some types of mate-
rial was still restricted but there were 
yards where salvage and surplus mate-
rials from government projects could 
be bought.  By careful selection one 
could get fir planks that could be cut 
up for deck beams and the like.  Then 
a friend who worked in a lumber yard 
located some inch net western red 
cedar that could be bought without 
priority.  I ordered enough for the 
planking.

Without going into the details, I 
will simply state that the spiling and 
fitting of the garboards was the most 
difficult job that I had yet tackled and 
I was heartily glad when they were 
on.  Next I put on the sheer strakes 
and thereafter alternated from side 
to side and from garboard and sheer, 
planking toward the turn of the bilge 

Photo 1: Happy being launched 
from the Ventura Pier in 1948 using 
rental flatbed truck with a simple 
A-frame boom and the truck winch.  
This was typical way to launch a 
boat into the ocean in Ventura until 
the harbor was completed in 1963.

where the last plank or “shutter” 
would be applied.

Compared with the garboards, the 
application of the rest of the plank-
ing was easy.  An old wooden plane, 
with the sole and blade reshaped, 
served for following out the inside of 
the planks that were fitted to the turn 
of the bilge.  When it was necessary 
to butt planks this was done on oak 

Continued on page 23
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Continued on page 24

The Building of Happy
Continued from page 22

blocks fitted between the frames, us-
ing five fastenings to each plank-end.

Through all phases of the job 
there were visitors, critics and advis-
ers. Right up till the last galvanized 
nail had been driven into the last 
plank, there were those who insisted 
that I should somehow change the 
scheme of things so that the boat 
would have chines and flat surfaces 
and so be “planked easier.”  On the 
other hand there were people who 
made much more sensible suggestions 
and were quick to offer their help 
whenever an extra pair of hands was 
needed.  Interest and good will made 
itself evident in donations of hard-to- 
get materials.  

I finished caulking the hull with a 
feeling of pride that at least one part 
of the job had been well done. Then I 
was called out of town for a few days.  
On returning I was amazed by the 
number of little tufts of cotton sticking 
out of the seams.  I hastily concluded 
that the boat had been the object 
of the attentions of the neighbor-
hood children who sometimes swept 
through the yard.

While I was still trying to figure 
out what kind of hook had been used 
on the seams, a little bird flew up to 
the side of the hull and grabbed a tuft 
of the cotton.  Then with feet firmly 
braced against the plank, it pulled and 
pulled until a wisp of the cotton had 
been broken loose.  From the looks 
of the seams all of the birds’ nests in 
the east end of town must have been 
completely lined with cotton.  Young 
linnets never had it as good as they 
did in the spring of ’47.

There were some spots where the 

Photo 2: Happy safely in the water 
with owner and crew removing lift-
ing slings and other rigging off the 
vessel and hoisted back on the pier.  
In the text be sure to read about the 
various comments offered by many 
of the spectators on the pier.

Photo 3: Happy at her summer 
mooring in the open roadstead off 
Ventura.  Plywood dinghy is aboard 
and poles have been rigged for 
trolling.  A small staysail is some-
times used as a steadying sail when 
a steep chop is running.

cotton had been pulled entirely out of 
the seams and despite careful check-
ing a couple of these bad places re-
mained and showed up as small leaks 
after the launching.

When it became apparent that the 
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The Building of Happy
Continued from page 23

Continued on page 25

time for an engine installation was 
approaching, the self-appointed advis-
ers had a field day.  The “ideal” power 
plants they recommended ranged all 
the way from a single cylinder diesel 
to one of the Uncle’s largest surplus 
aircraft engines.  Most frequently 
mentioned was a well-advertised make 
of engine in a size that would have 
been excellent for a fast forty-footer.  
In my opinion just about the least suit-
able power for a small displacement 
hull that would have to hurry if it ever 
made eight miles an hour.

The experts must have received a 
terrible shock when they looked over 
the engine that was finally unloaded 
alongside the boat.  Failing to find a 
suitable rebuilt four, I had picked up 
a two cylinder 10 horsepower Miller, 
just put ashore at Newport after years 
of faithful service in a Tahiti ketch.  
Previous experience with this make 
and type of motor had convinced me 
that they were a long-lived and rugged 
breed and I was confident that this 
one would last until something else 
within my means was available.

A friend, just returned from ser-
vice as an Air Corps mechanic, had 
offered to check over whatever engine 
I bought and to help with its installa-
tion.  He fulfilled his promise, mutter-
ing to himself all the while.  In spite 
of his pessimism, the only thing he 
could find in need of replacement was 
one exhaust valve.  This was made 
in a machine shop by cutting down a 
tractor valve.

The motor was installed and lined 
up with an inch and a quarter Tobin 
bronze shaft and a seventeen-inch 
Columbian wheel.  Steering was then 

Photo 4: Happy hiding in East Twin 
Harbor, Santa Cruz Island, after a 
wet and very bumpy Channel cross-
ing.  The calm water of this snug 
anchorage gives little indication 
that a twenty-five-knot wind is blow-
ing outside.

taken care of by the construction 
of a built up wooden rudder with a 
bronze shaft. Twist link chain was 
used in place of steering cable and 
was attached to a sleeve which would 
slide on a round tiller bar, keeping a 
constant tension on the chain in all 
positions.

Installation of the fuel tanks, the 
building of a simple square wheel-
house over the engine (bolted down, 
to be easily removable in case one 
ever wished to pull the engine) and 
the many, many other jobs were 
taken care of one by one. Then one 
day the boat was called ready for the 
water, given her final coat of bottom 
paint and trailered down to the Ven-
ture pier.

Since no regular launching facili-
ties were available, a trucking concern 
was asked to send a winch truck with 
an A frame.  When this arrived, the 
trucker put slings on the boat and 
attempted to lift her.  He only suc-
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The Building of Happy
Continued from page 24

ceeded in lifting the front wheels of 
his own vehicle.  There was a delay 
while he went for a heavier truck.

A possible thirty of the people 
who knew about the building of the 
boat came down to the pier that 
Sunday morning to see whether she 
would float. Fishermen on the pier 
reacted quite normally by crowd-
ing in a close as they could to the 
center of activity. People ashore who 
happened to glance seaward saw 
a crowd on the pier, thought there 
had been some sort of accident and 
rushed out to investigate.

A couple of fellows who arrived 
by water caused a lot of excitement.  
They buzzed right up to the pier in 
a pint sized motorboat, intent on 
learning what was going on. When 
they attempted a turn, the steering 
gear and throttle jammed simultane-
ously and they plowed along parallel 
to the pier, picking up fishermen’s 
lines by the dozen. Relations be-
tween the local pier fishermen and 
boatmen have never been really 
good since that day.

When the big truck finally ar-
rived and lifted the boat off the 
trailer, it was apparent that the 
slings had been poorly placed.  The 
trucker wanted to try to set the boat 
back in the cradle for a reshuffle of 
the lines but the builder, nerve-shak-
en by the handling of the winch, 
thought the trip to the water the 
lesser of two evils and said, “Put her 
over.”

Her descent to the water bow 
first was considered by some as a 
bad omen but once in her new ele-

ment, she floated right to her lines, 
a little bobbing white duck.  A quick 
inspection showed no immediate 
prospect of her sinking.  Presumably 
disappointed the crowd broke up and 
spectators wandered away.

The name Happy had been 
selected because it somehow fitted 
the circumstances at the time of 
launching.  Neighbors living near the 
building site would be happy at the 
cessation of pounding.  A building 
inspector who was courting ulcers 
over the idea that a boat was a struc-
ture calling for a building permit and 
a cement foundation was presum-
ably happy at the removal of the 
cause of his agitation.

The builder, sea-hungry after 
the restrictions of the war years saw 
the new boat as the means to revisit 
some fondly remembered island 
coves and fishing spots and so was 
definitely happy.

In the years that have followed 
her launching the Happy has found 
summer anchorage in the open 
roadstead off Ventura and wintered 
in the Santa Barbara Harbor and has 
made many trips to Santa Cruz and 
Anacapa Islands.  On a couple of 
occasions she has joined briefly with 
the fishing fleet when Albacore were 
in local waters.  These commercial 
efforts adding more to the owners 
experience than to his pocket.

By far the greatest dividend from 
the building of the boat was the 
experience of building her stick by 
stick and having the result of these 
efforts turn out far better than was 
ever anticipated.
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Vagabond Sailor In New England

By Jim Eisenhart

Continued on page 29

Episode Two

Transiting the Cape Cod Canal, we 
ventured into Plymouth where I 

unsuccessfully tried to negotiate pur-
chase of a much needed third sailboat 
named the Mayflower.  I was dealing 
with a guy named Miles Standish who 
claimed he worked for the moving 
company of the same name and after 
which boat was named (???).  I think 
this is termed revisionist history.

I changed crews in Boston splurg-
ing on dock space smack downtown 
and picking up club member Mike 
Stuzane.  On a run along the Charles 
River on a sunny late summer day I 
ran past MIT and naturally stopped to 
seek admission.  The gal I met there 
told me, “We have a policy of never ad-
mitting people who own sailboats.”  It 
is no wonder that their graduates are 
so smart.

From Boston it was on to Salem 
and Marblehead two storied towns 
with rich, and in Salem’s case, grim 
histories.  Guess what the latter’s Hal-
loween female costume of choice is?  
Gloucester, of The Perfect Storm movie 
fame, was a short hop further up in ¼ 
mile visibility fog.  Even more sober-
ing was their impressive memorial 
with the names of over 2,600 fisher-
men lost at sea since 1710 etched into 
bronze plaques.

Leaving Salem brought our first 
full adventuresome sailing day in 
bright, sunny weather with a west and 
then northwest brisk offshore NNE 
wind blowing from 14 to 21 knots.  
This put us on a close reach and then 
a beat right into Portsmouth’s harbor 
mouth (poor pun intended) only to 

Me being unceremoniously kicked 
out of the Boston Yacht Club.  I try, 
I really do, to do my best to uphold 
the good name of the Ventura Yacht 
Club but….
encounter a strong four knot ebb tide.  

Adagio proved to be a swift sailor 
a mile or so offshore in these condi-
tions and was able to hold a heading of 
40 degrees off true wind.  We covered 
the 35 miles doing mostly 7s and 8s 
while dodging the endless minefield 
of lobster buoys.  Being able to electri-
cally furl and unfurl (reef) the verti-
cally battened mainsail has spoiled me 
forever.  

New Hampshire is of course fa-
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Vagabond Sailor Floats Again
Continued from page 28

mous for its weird “Live Free or Die” 
license plates.  These never made 
much sense to me and always struck 
me as offering a rather stark, uncom-
promising choice.  I asked a local, is 
it possible that if I lived here I could 
have another, third and more inspiring 
choice?  How about, I asked, “Sail or 
die?”  “Nope,” he said with that clipped 
New England accent, “we’d have to kill 
you first.”  Best to move on.

From Portsmouth, a cool city, it 
was north to Kennebunkport a quaint, 
upscale, New England town (the 
Bush’s have their family compound 
here) up a narrow river.  The 32-mile 
trip from Kennebunkport to Falmouth 
was another stimulating sail with a 
15 to 20 knot SE breeze from the port 
quarter astern allowing us to float 
Adagio’s 140 and do consistent upper 
7s and low 8s in the bright sunshine.

Oh, and there’s just a hint of 
the leaves starting to change here in 
Maine. Which means the nights and 
early AM temps are cold for us thin 
skinned SoCal sailors.

About 15 miles off Portsmouth 
moving south I saw a smaller ‘pas-
senger’ vessel (according to the AIS) 
about a mile away that was dead in 

VYC club member and attorney 
Mike Stuzane at bus stop in Marble-
head.  “How do I get the hell off this 
boat and into a courtroom where I 
can get even with this crazy skip-
per?”

the water.  When the Island Packer 
boats do this in the SB channel it 
is usually because they’ve spotted 
whales.  So, we moseyed on over and, 
sure enough, it was a small pod of 
northern right whales.  There are only 
300 or so of these endangered whales 
left worldwide.  Very cool.

We are currently stuck again in 
Gloucester for three days waiting out 
what seems to be the residual effects 
of Hurricane Fiona = rain and gale 
force winds.  Stuzane and I agreed that 
we did not want our names to be put 
on that bronze plaque outside of town.
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Race Report
By Jim Dembowski

Despite having favorable weather 
conditions and a crack Race 

Committee in place for both events, 
there was insufficient interest in 
both the Lady Driver and Fall Regatta 
events.  Thus ended VYC’s 2022 Rac-
ing Year.

HOWEVER … VYC Racers have 
been competing elsewhere with a 
good deal of success.  
 The Two Harbor Fall Series 

was dominated by VYC boats.  Team 
Rival led by Dave Boatner scored 
three bullets to finish atop the lead-
erboard while Carlos Brea and crew 
finished second in all three races on 
Fat Tuesday. 
 Sandy Sampson decided to 

quit telling the afterguard which way 
to go and just grabbed the helm to 
show them, driving Team Rival to 

victory in the Lady at the Helm Race 
hosted by Channel Islands Yacht 
Club.
 Claudia Gottstein and crew 

on Within Reach were victorious over 
nine races in the 8-boat, J-24 fleet at 
Santa Barbara Sailing Club’s Goblin 
Regatta.  Danny Cheply and crew 
took fifth on Abracadabra.
 In the Goblin’s 7-boat, J-70 

class, Ryan Cox and crew on DJ pre-
vailed (by 1 Point!) over a two-way 
tie for second between Santa Barbara 
Boats.

The last two years have been 
fun leading a great group of talented 
volunteers putting on quality races 
for VYC.  It is hoped the program 
continues to rebound from the double 
whammy of COVID and diminished 
interest in PHRF racing.
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The Forecast
The Forecast will be mailed  

the last week of each 
month. The deadline for copy 
and photographs is the 15th 
of the previous month. Copy 
should be submitted to Stan 
Whisenhunt at swhisenhun@ 
aol.com. Photographs should 
be submitted in digital form 
to graphic artist Cindy Daly at 
cmdaly@pacbell.net, or photo-
graphs should be left at the club 
office.
Copy, deadline: The 15th of each 

month.
Editor: Stan Whisenhunt, 
919-0555, swhisenhun@
aol.com 
Copy Editor: Sheri Green, 
661-414-6915, sheriholz@
juno.com
Photographers: Bob 
“Flash” Wheeler, Ra-

fael Francke, Miguel Valdes, 
Carolyn Cahn, Dan Cahn and Ferol 
Ludwig.  
Graphic Designer: Cindy Daly, 
805-701-0882, cmdaly@pacbell.net

Club Hours 
Friday
 Dinner ....................................................... 1700-2030
Saturday
 Lunch ........................................................ 1100-1400
 Grill Night ................................................ 1700-2030
Sunday
 Breakfast .................................................... 0800-1230
 Rolling Sunday Munchies ........................  1230-1700
 (Complimentary)
New Extended Bar
 Friday ....................................................... 1600-2130
 Saturday ................................................... 1100-2130
 Sunday ..................................................... 0800-1800
Office Hours 
 Daily ........................................................ 0900-1700

Meeting Notice: The Annual Meeting of the Membership is held on 
the fourth Friday of October at 7 p.m.  Regular Meetings of the Membership 
are usually held on the fourth Friday of the months of January, April, July, 
August, and September and are held after dinner.  The Board of Directors 
usually meets the third Thursday of every month except December at 7 p.m. 
Notice of a change to Regular Meetings of the Membership, or of a change to 
Board of Director meetings, and Notice of Special Board of Director meetings 
will be via the VYC website Master Calendar.
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Ventura Yacht Club 2022 Advertising Rates
Business Card (3” wide x 2” tall)* $ 50 per month

($45 if advertiser commits for 6 months)
Half-page (5” wide x 3 1/2” tall)* $ 75 per month

($65 if advertiser commits for 6 months)
Full-page (5” wide x 7 1/2” tall)* $105 per month

($95 if advertiser commits for 6 months)
Full-page - inside cover - color  (5” wide x 8” tall)* $150 per month

($125 if pay in advance 6 months or more)
Full-page - back cover - color  (5” wide x 8” tall)* $175 per month
 ($150 if pay in advance 6 months or more)

*Prices are for camera ready ads. If not camera ready, an additional charge will apply 
for set-up.  Ads are black and white except for the inside cover and back cover.
To place an ad please contact the VYC office at 805-642-0426. 

December
Birthdays

Will Jensen, December 1. 
Ann Wolfe, December 1.
Marc Beaghler, December 2. 
Chucky Sanders, December 2.
Wendy Weisenberg, December 3.
Andrea Gauthier, December 4.
Jim Crandall, December 5.
Wyant Lauterman, December 6.
Joe Houska, December 7.
Debbie Camp, December 8.
Don Camp, December 8.
Tomas Bautista, December 10.
Marret Krebs, December 10.
James Bruinsslot, December 12.
Elka Koehler, December 12.
Ray Krakowski, December 13.
Eddie Imsand, December 14.
Andrew Cosbie, December 15.
Christine Weber, December 18.
Robert Hazle, December 19.

Daryl Udell, December 19.
Kioren Moss, December 20.
Nan Drake, December 21.
Judith Balcerzak, December 23.
Sara Guiltinan, December 23. 
Jamie Wise, December 23.
Robert Wheeler, December 24.
Stan Whisenhunt, December 24.
Rita Suley, December 26.
Robert McCord, December 27.
Margo Pensanti, December 27.
John Spille, December 27.
Rick Metheny, December 28.
Erika Swimmer, December 29.
Michael Swimmer, December 29.
Jennifer Smith, December 30.
Carrie Fischer, December 31.
Ferol Ludwig, December 31.
Della McCord, December 31.
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