
August 2026

The Forecast

Ventura Yacht Club
Established 1938

Team DJ Wins Corinthian J70 Nationals
(L to R) Mike Uznis, RD Burley, Stanton Smith and Ryan Cox 

Photo by Sharon Green

See story on page 22 





2026 Ventura Yacht Club

Flag Of�cers
Commodore Dwight Rowe
Vice Commodore John Spille
Rear Commodore Ev Ashworth
Secretary Katie Rowe
Treasurer Brian Lay�eld
Port Captain Wally Rutledge
Fleet Captain/Sail Ed Burnett
Fleet Captain/Power Dan Cahn
Fleet Surgeon Carolyn Cahn, MSN, FNP
Judge Advocate Rob Miller
Chaplain Judi Balcerzak, PhD

Board of Directors 
(Term Ending)

Ev Ashworth (28)
Dawnita Fendley (28) 
Sean Guiltinan (28) 
Ryan Cox (27) 
Dave Des Baillets (27) 
Jim Linesch (27)

Tracy Stewart (27) 
Peter Acutt (26)
Joel Bozarth (26)
David Morris (26)
Dwight Rowe (26)
John Spille (26)  

Yacht Club Staff
General Manager Nick Moller
Assistant Manager Kai Salazar
Head Chef José Silva
Sous Chef Carlos Islas

Of�ce Hours
Tuesday - Sunday 0900-1700

Telephone Number

1755 Spinnaker Drive • Ventura • CA • 93001

805-642-0426

E-mail: o�ce@venturayachtclub.org
Web Page: www.venturayachtclub.org

Marine Radio
VHF: WRV 530

In case of an EMERGENCY 
contact The Commodore or a Flag Of�cer

VYC Group MMSI: 036713092



2026 VYC Committees
Audit	 Rena Mills, Chair

Bylaws	 John Sugden/Dave Boatner, Co-chairs

Cannoneer	 David Boatner/Bob Beck, Co-chairs

Communications	 Stan Whisenhunt/Sheri Green,  
	 Co-chairs

Community Outreach	 Sean Guiltinan, Chair

Cruise Committee	 Dan Mirisola/Dan Cahn/Joel Bozarth, 	
	 Co-chairs

Finance	 Brian Layfield, Chair

Fishing	 Rudy Nodar, Chair

Historian	 Katie Rowe, Chair

Human Resources	 Jim Dembowski, Chair

Insurance	 Jim Linesch, Chair

Juniors Program	 Katelyn Dembowski, Chair

Marina Management 	 Wally Rutledge, Chair

Membership	 Peter Acutt, Chair

Predicted Log Race 	 Ed Kutchma, Chair

Property Management	 John Spille, Chair

Race	 Warren Casey, Chair

Social	 Tracie West, Chair

Webmaster/Social Media	 Belinda Del Pesco



VYC Forecast 5August 2026

From the Commodore
By Commodore Dwight Rowe

When people ask me 
what makes Ventura 

Yacht Club special, they usu-
ally expect me to talk about 
the sailing, the races, the 
cruises, or our beautiful club-
house. And while all of those 
things are certainly part of 
what makes this club great, I 
don’t think they’re what truly 
de�nes us.

For me, it’s the friendships.
Over the years I’ve come to realize 

that the greatest bene�t of belonging to 
the club isn’t measured in nautical miles, 
trophies won, or cruises. It’s measured in 
the people we’ve met along the way.

Many of us joined knowing very few 
members. We showed up to a social event, 
volunteered for a work party, signed up to 
crew on a race boat, or simply introduced 
ourselves at the bar. Before long, those ac-
quaintances became friends. �en, almost 
without noticing, those friends became an 
important part of our lives.

I’ve seen complete strangers become 
lifelong friends a�er spending a weekend 
cruise together. I’ve watched members 
who had never sailed before discover, not 
only a love for boating, but also a group of 
people they could always count on. �at’s 
something pretty special.

�e friendships we build here don’t 
stay at the dock. �ey’re there when some-
one needs help moving a boat, tackling 
a project, or �guring out why the engine 
suddenly decided it had other plans. More 

importantly, they’re there 
during life’s bigger moments. 
When a member is facing 
illness, celebrating a wed-
ding, mourning a loss, or 
simply needs someone to talk 
to, this club has an amazing 
way of showing up. Time 
and again I’ve seen members 
quietly step forward to help, 
expecting nothing in return 

except the satisfaction of helping a friend.
Of course, we also know how to enjoy 

ourselves. Some of my favorite memories 
aren’t about crossing a �nish line �rst. 
�ey’re the conversations a�er the race, 
the laughter during a cruise, sharing a 
meal on the patio, or watching another 
spectacular harbor sunset with good 
friends. �ose are the moments that stay 
with us.

As we welcome new members into 
our club, let’s remember that every one 
of us was new once. A warm greeting, an 
invitation to crew, or simply asking some-
one to join your table can be the start of a 
friendship that lasts for decades.

Our boats may have brought us to-
gether, but it’s our friendships that keep us 
coming back. �ey are, without question, 
the �nest thing we have built together.

I’ll see you at the club.

Dwight Rowe

Setting the Course
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Vice Views
By Vice Commodore John Spille

We gave a toast to Don 
Mills last night.  We 

also had a moment of silence 
in his honor at the beginning 
of last night’s Board meeting.  
Don was that kind of guy.  He 
was one of the old breed here 
at Ventura Yacht Club.  He was 
one of those who never looked 
outside the club when a project 
was to be done, everything was done 
in-house.  And everything was done 
as good and as frugally as possible.  �ere 
isn’t a part of this club, a nook or cranny 
that Don didn’t design, make, repair, or 
cause to happen.  I don’t know how much 
he was into the governance and �nancial 
side of things, I suspect not so much, and 
I can relate to that.  Don was Commodore 
here in 1963 – think about that.  He was 
very active before that and never eased o� 
a�er. Don Mills was one of a kind and was 
Ventura Yacht Club for a very long time.  
I’m going to miss Don’s emotional leading 
of the �ag salute and having him be the 
�rst Sta� Commodore announced at the 
monthly birthday dinner.  I’m gonna miss 
just having him around.

Something Don would have been 
happy to be involved in is the upstairs 
refresh.  Our Commodore, Dwight, has 
picked up the torch on this project.  �e 
project is scheduled to start in August and 
Dwight has been spending all his waking 
hours planning for this project.  He has 
spent hours and hours in his shop making 
the various components, mainly beams for 
the dining room and ceiling slats for the 
bar ceiling.  �e lighting �xtures arrived 

in June and all the various 
bits and pieces are gathering 
to be �tted into their new 
roll as part of our club.  �e 
last part of this project will 
be new furniture.  �e deci-
sion on the look and style 
of the furniture has yet to 
be made, but there has been 

some talk of members being able 
to sponsor the purchase of the 
chairs and have their contribu-

tion recognized with a plaque on the back 
of the chair they bought.  Stay tuned to 
take advantage of that opportunity when 
it comes up.

�e July 4th party at VYC was a huge 
success with 103 people attending.  I 
believe all the volunteers who made this 
happen will be named elsewhere in this 
Forecast but I would like to thank them, 
collectively, here, as well. THANK YOU! 
Your e�orts are not unnoticed. A side 
note here, of the 103 people attending 
only 30 preregistered. I am one of those 
people who don’t usually sign up for an 
event.  Unfortunately, this makes plan-
ning the event especially hard, particularly 
when it comes to food. We either come up 
short on provisions or we waste food not 
eaten.  Please be better about signing up, I 
know I will.

Now for more info on the vote this 
fall. �ere will be quite a few things to 
vote for on the ballot so, please vote.  
Here is a list of issues:
 Life membership for David 

Boatner.
Continued on page 8
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By Rear Commodore Ev Ashworth

What do you like about 
Wet Wednesdays?  

When I put the query to a 
handful of participants, they 
posited: “It’s the comradery,” “I 
get to sail on Wednesdays,” “It’s 
the friendships,” and simply 
put: “Sailing.”  �ese are all rea-
sons why Wet Wednesdays are 
a core competency of Ventura 
Yacht Club.  

�e mid-week fun fest 
spans from April 2 to September 9 this 
year, providing a total of 21 races in the 
channel outside the harbor.  September 
9 will be the last race of the season.  �e 
Race Chair, Fleet Captains, Race Com-
mittee Chair, Race Committee Boat 
Crew, Deck Crew and VYC sta� invite all 
of you to join in the fun at the post-race 
dinner, where awards will be given and 
fun will be had by all. An extra ration of 
rum to the august crew of VYC members 
who make the Wet Wednesday Race 
Series possible.

Members’ boats are assigned to one 
of three �eets based on their PHRF 
rating. Performance Fleets A and B (no 
spinnakers), captained by Avery Stewart 
and Sean Guiltinan respectively, consist of 
13 boats and Cruising Fleet C, captained 
by Peter Acutt, consists of 14 boats.  

As our Race Chair, Warren Casey co-
ordinates races, compiles the results, and 
tabulates the standings, which are posted 
on Clubspot, VYC’s webpage, and Face-
book.  �e �rst two races of the season are 
not competitive to allow newcomers to 
understand the starting protocol and race 
formats, and to conduct essential man 

overboard drills.  In addition 
to the shake-down races, 
Ryan Cox and Sean Guilti-
nan hosted several seminars 
to acquaint (or re-acquaint) 
sailors with the Racing Rules 
of Sailing and the basics of 
sailboat racing— all de-
signed to welcome new boats 
and sailors into the program.  
Entry fees are modest, and 
Nick Moller and his merry 

band provide an open bar and tasty din-
ner at the end of each race, with Katelyn 
Dembowski awarding essential swag to 
the race winners.

�e races are set up and started by 
a stalwart crew aboard the Leo Robbins.  
Fred Vance has captained the boat and 
serves as Race Chair, with Dave Boatner 
and Dwight Rowe �lling in when Fred 
has been up in Alaska ferrying passengers 
along the Inside Passage.  Fred’s crew 
includes Joe Justice, Robin Matt, Brenda 
Vance, Chris Chacon and Rick Wall.  
As Dave Boatner has observed, the Leo 
Robbins can roll on wet grass; Fred and 
his crew have mastered the art of timely 
starts in the chop typical of mid-summer 
evenings.  Kudos are given to Dave Des-
Baillets, Dave Boatner, Don Clark and Ed 
Burnett for their timely maintenance and 
repairs to the Leo Robbins, and allowing 
the races to continue. 

�e Deck Crew— responsible for 
keeping track of the race participants and 
their �nishing times— is headed up by 
Judy Cunningham and ably assisted by 
Pam Phillips, �erri Wall, Jean Crew, and 

From the Rear

Continued on page 8
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From the Rear
Continued from page 7

Vice Views
Continued from page 6

 $150,000 for rebuilding A and 
C docks to extend their useful life an ad-
ditional 10 to 15 years.
 Bylaws language clean up and 

clari�cation.  
 Bylaws change to de�ne Rear 

Commodore’s responsibilities.
 Bylaws change to add Vice Com-

modore to the Nomination Committee.
 Bylaws change to discontinue Trial 

membership category and replace it with 
new Associate membership category.
 Bylaws change to change age-

based seniority dues discount to one 
strictly based on continuous years as a 
member.  Also to change maximum dues 
discount available to 50%.

I know there will be a lot of ques-
tions on the above changes.  To that e�ect 
there will be an article in the September 
Forecast detailing the changes and issues.  
�ere will also be a Membership meeting 
in September to present the information 
and �eld any questions you may have.  
Stay tuned.

John Spille

Stay tuned.

John Spille

Larry �ompson.  Ed Burnett (among his 
other talents as a master VHF technician) 
has developed the spreadsheets used to 
record times and summarize race stand-
ings, and is assisted by Rita Suley and 
Joe Cardona. Katie Rowe is on hand to 
help where help is needed.  Should your 
schedule permit, please come down to the 
club on September 9, raise a glass of your 
favorite beverage, and join in the fun of 
celebrating the VYC Wet Wednesday race 
series.

Ev Ashworth

Forecast Deadline 
Reminder

Forecast articles, �i-
ers, ads and photos 

are due the 15th of the 
month prior to publica-
tion. (i.e. Content for 
the September Forecast
is due August 15.) 
Please send content to Cindy Daly at 
cmdaly@pacbell.net and also copy the 
VYC O�ce on the email. �ank you!
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General Manager
By Nick Moller

Stop me if you’ve heard 
this before.
As we approach the start 

of the upstairs dining room 
refresh project, there has been 
much planning behind the 
scenes. Including how we will 
continue our food service. I 
believe we will be able to have 
no interruptions so long as 
members are understanding and �exible. 
Here’s the plan, which all depends on the 
condition of the dining room:

Wednesday: Wet Wednesday din-
ners will be served on the downstairs 
patio.

Friday: If needed, we will also use 
the downstairs patio, but my initial plan 
is to o�er two dinner services with seating 
only in the bar/carpeted area. First seat-
ing 5-7 p.m., second seating 7-9 p.m. We 
can rearrange the seating to seat 40 people 
per seating inside and have over�ow on 
the west balcony.

Saturday: Lunch and Dinner will be 
in the bar/carpeted area with over�ow on 

the west balcony.
Sunday: Breakfast will 

be in the bar/carpeted area. 
Munchies will be on the 
downstairs patio.

As with all construc-
tion projects, things do not 
always go as planned, so I 
will be making adjustments 
as needed.

�e kitchen is not being impacted 
in any way, so food service will be able 
to continue on regularly scheduled days. 
Slight shi�s in service times and areas are 
all that will need to be determined and 
arranged. Circling back to the member's 
understanding and �exibility. 

Prior to the August refresh project, 
the summer is full of events and activities. 
Teams have been plotting and planning. I 
encourage everyone to come and enjoy.

See you at the club.

Nick Moller
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Membership Report
By Peter Acutt

The immediate and 
formal 250th Indepen-

dence celebrations are now 
behind us, celebrated by one 
and all in many di�erent 
forms but celebrate we did.

At YVC your member-
ship committee is continuing with our 
250-in-250th members’ drive.  Cur-
rently we have 215 certi�cated members 
(Regular/Senior/Non-Res./Life) which 
gives us a TARGET of 35 members by 
the year’s end.  If we include the current 

Convertible and 
Trial members, we 
have an active reg-
ister of 230 which 
is a lower target of 
just 20.  �is target 
will include the 
new class of As-
sociate members. 
However, we need 
your help. We are 

looking forward to you, the members, 
assisting us by spreading the word about 
VYC, to boost membership.  To share 
with friends, neighbors and associates 
what VYC has to o�er.  We are consid-
ering some sort of incentive program 
to reward members for signing up new 
ones.  More members means a great deal 
to the smooth and pro�table operation 
of YOUR club, allowing the manage-
ment and Board to address and upgrade 
the club and our facilities and services in 
so many ways. 

As I’m sure you have heard and read 

(last month’s Forecast) that 
the Bridge and Board are 
proposing changes to a few 
of the membership classes.  
One of the most signi�cant 
and with the greatest impact 
on membership numbers and 

membership activities is the introduction 
of an “Associate” class of membership 
to replace the Trial class.  �is will be 
addressed in more depth and details at 
a town hall meeting to be scheduled to 
explain and answer all questions.  

�e Associate membership is 
very similar to the trial other than the 
12-month expiry time frame which is 
now done away with.  An Associate 
Member can be a member as long as they 
desire subject to the limitations, these 
being the same as trial.  �ey will pay 
monthly the 1/12th of annual dues (they 
can also pay a year in advance) along 
with the two monthly minimums.  �ey 
do not have to pay the initiation fee. 
However, they have no voting rights, no 
slip rights and not able to hold any o�ce 
but can serve on a committee.  Other-
wise, they have full access to the club 
and club activities, will be able to charge 
to their VYC account, be able to have 
guests.

NOTE: Our VYC By-Laws limit 
certi�cated membership to 250 certi�-
cates.  �e new By-Laws will limit the 
Associate membership to 20% of certi�-
cated membership.

Please feel free to discuss this change 
Continued on page 13
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Membership Report
Continued from page 12

with your friends at the club and also 
with potential interested parties.  �is 
new class will only be available once 
the membership has voted to adopt 
the changes.  We’d like to give you, our 
members, enough time to consider this 
change to give all and any feedback and 
to ultimately VOTE in favour when it 
comes up as we believe this is a positive 
step forward for the club.

Ok so what are the bene�ts to 
making this change for VYC and our 
membership experience?  Many trial 
members in the past have indicated that 
they thoroughly enjoyed their trial but 
for various reasons are unable to make 
the �nancial commitment to regular 
at the end of the 12-month period and 
are obliged to drop out but would like 
to stay on until circumstances change.  
�e Associate membership eliminates 
this.  It also opens the door to potential 
members who are active in racing as crew 
but are considered as outsiders – we 
bring this access to them and an inclusive 
attitude.  Many will naturally join VYC 
as regulars once this becomes an integral 
part of their lifestyle.  It opens the doors 
to include serving military or temporary 
residents in Ventura County.  We also 
can’t overlook the �nancial impact on 
the club’s monthly revenue along with 
their spending in food and beverage.  

Please feel free to discuss this with 
any member of the membership com-
mittee and or the Board of Directors 
and Bridge along with Nick the GM.  
We will be happy to answer any ques-

tions and also hear your feedback.
Now just a brief reminder of some 

of the other activities for membership, 
participation and enjoyment.

By the time this goes to press the 
Catalina Cruise will be done and dusted 
with no doubt many wonderful stories 
and friendships developed and enhanced 
as always.

�en we have the annual CAREgiv-
ers “Sail-a-�on” coming up (October 
10) and VYC once again is involved in 
promoting this charitable event.  Our 
goal is to win back the Ugly Fish award 
for the most registered participants from 
any club or organization, PBYC took it 
last year by one boat!  We plan to retake 
it and please sign up your boat – YES 
Power as well it’s not just for the blow 
boaters it’s open to ALL boats!  It’s a 
very worthy cause.  �is year there will 
be a strong emphasis also on an “Inside” 
course for the SUP, kayakers and junior 
dinghies – no mater how big or small it 
counts as an entry!  Lisa M and John N 
will be the VYC coordinators. 

�en folks don’t forget the annual 
VYC Rowdy Relay is scheduled for Au-
gust 23, so get ready!  Watch the bulletin 
board for details and a sign-up sheet.

Ahoy New members – WEL-
COME we all look forward to seeing 
you and please feel free to walk up and 
introduce yourselves – not everyone will 
recognize you at �rst. Come along, join, 
get to know fellow members and feel at 
home at the club.
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From Past to Present – 
The Evolution of Model Ships

By Katie Rowe, VYC Historian

You’ve seen them in museums, marveled 
at their intricacy, wondered at the 

hours they must have taken to create. You’ve 
seen them in the display case at our very 
own club. �is month’s article explores the 
history of model ships and celebrates the 
extraordinary artistry behind these �nely 
detailed works.

�e origins of ship modeling date back 
to the earliest civilizations of Egypt, Greece, 
and Rome. Archaeological discoveries show 
that these ancient societies created rudimen-
tary ship models using materials like mud and 
wood. �ese early models were o�en 
used in religious ceremonies or placed in 
tombs as symbolic representations of a 
journey to the a�erlife.

During the Age of Exploration, 
the Italians and Dutch in particular 
developed sophisticated techniques for 
constructing beautifully detailed ship 
models. For centuries, proposals for new 
vessels submitted to the admiralty had to 
include a precise scale model for review 
and approval. Intricately rigged mod-
els, such as the Dutch 32-gun frigate 
Euridice, built in 1802 and now on dis-
play at the Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam, 
helped teach young sailors the parts and 
structure of a ship.

We are fortunate in Ventura County 
to have an extensive and exquisite collec-
tion of ship models close at hand, at the 
Channel Islands Maritime Museum. �e 

Egyptian wooden model of 
a sailing boat, 12th Dynasty, 
circa 1976-1793 BC.

Egyptian wooden model of 

Model of the Dutch 32-gun frigate 
Euridice, 1802

Transom of the Royal George 
model, made by Edward Marple

Continued on page 15
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The Evolution of Model Ships
Continued from page 14

museum holds more than sixty models, 
about half of which are on display at any 
given time. �e displays rotate periodi-
cally to highlight di�erent aspects of 
maritime culture and history.

Nine of the models currently on 
display were built by American mas-
ter model shipbuilder Edward Marple 
(1919–1993). His workstation has 
been recreated in the museum, o�er-
ing visitors a glimpse into the precision 
and patience behind his work. A�er a 
28-year career as a dental technician, 
Marple transformed his extraordinary skill with small dentistry tools into a robust 
post-career hobby as a model shipbuilder. �e results are remarkable: his models 
show an extraordinary level of intricate detail. One especially striking example is his 
model of the HMS Royal George, a 108-gun �rst-rate British warship. Its transom is 
beautifully rendered, with windows, stanchions, and carvings that are astonishingly 
elaborate given their tiny scale.

During the Napoleonic Wars (1803 to 1815), thousands of Frenchmen were 
taken prisoner by the British and kept aboard captured ships. Using le�over bones 
from their daily rations, the prisoners carved and assembled models of the vessels 
they had served on during the war. �ey fashioned details from scraps of wood, 
and the rigging was o�en made from human hair, horsehair, silk, or other available 
materials. Prisoners sold these models to local British buyers, earning money they 
could use to support themselves a�er their release. �e Channel Islands Maritime 
Museum has eleven French prisoner-of-war models—the second-largest collection 
of bone ship models in the United States.

If the art of model shipbuilding piques your interest, you are in luck. �e Chan-
nel Islands Maritime Museum has reestablished its Ship Model Guild. Whether 
you’re an experienced builder or simply curious about the art of ship modeling, this 
welcoming group o�ers a chance to connect with fellow modelers, share projects, 
exchange tips and learn new techniques together each month.

Learn more here:  https://www.cimmvc.org/event-details/ship-model-guild-
meeting

Sources: egypt-museum.com, stephensandkenau.com, leonardjoel.com, marine-
shipmodels.com, rijksmuseum.nl, rmg.co.uk/stories/maritime-history, Channel 
Islands Maritime Museum

Prisoner of War Bone Model of the 
Spanish Santisima Trinidad.
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Junior’s Program
By Katelyn Dembowski

Summer is sadly coming to an end. If 
you have been around the club the 

last eight weeks, you have probably seen 
the mountains of backpacks and towels 
strewn across the picnic benches and the 
smiling faces of 20+ kids running ram-
pant through the club. We have heard 
nothing but incredible feedback from 
the kids and parents about the club and 
our coaches. While there is still plenty 
to work on, we are thrilled at the success 
thus far this summer. If you know any 
children under 18 that would love to 
come to summer camp, we still have a 
few weeks in August with availability.

Stay tuned for more information 
regarding a second Junior’s Mainte-
nance Day at the end of summer if you 
are looking to volunteer your time with 
us! As always, I want to thank everyone 

Continued on page 187
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Social Report 
By Tracie West

Greetings! I hope you are enjoying 
your summer!

Last month the 4th of July party 
was so much fun. �anks to the Bridge, 
Judy Cunningham, Mary Beck, Monica 
Boatner, Jean Crew, Pam Phillips, Liz 
Cox and Tracy Stewart for providing 
awesome balloons and games. Also, 
thank you to everyone that attended the 
fantastic 250th celebration!

Just wait there is more fun coming 
this summer – 

Please join us for the Captain Ron 
Dinghy Party. See the �yer on page 39.

Calling all Coastal Sur�ng Cow-
boys and Cowgirls. Join us for a fun 
themed Labor Day BBQ.

If you have ideas and love to plan 
parties please join us at the Social Com-
mittee Meetings. We meet the second 

Sunday every month at 2 p.m.
Hope you continue to enjoy your 

summer and this fabulous weather!
See you around the club soon.

Junior’s Program
Continued from page 17

for your continued support and love 
of the Junior’s Program. Summer camp 
scholarship applications continue to roll 
in and we are so grateful to the many 
supporters of the program who make 
it possible for kids to come to camp 
who might not be able to a�ord it. If 
you wish to donate �nancially to the 
program, through the club or Ventura 
Youth Sailing Foundation, please reach 
out to Dwight or Nick. If you wish to 
donate your time and energy to volun-
teering, please reach out to Katelyn.
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Port Captain 
By Wally Rutledge

Congratulations to the Leveraults on the purchase, out�tting and 
sailing with their VYC crew from the Seattle area, over 1000 miles 

back to his B Dock slip last month. Well done!
Please ensure you review the 

slip waiting list and make any ad-
justments or updates as necessary 
with the o�ce.

If your name comes up and 
you decline the slip you will be 
charged one month’s rent.  

– Port Captain

Have You Used Limble to 
Report Yacht Club Repairs?

We have an on-
line platform 

called Limble where 
you can submit requests 
for repairs, big and 
small. Is a drain clogged 
in the restroom? Report 
it on Limble! Hard-
ware coming loose on 
a dock? Report it on 
Limble! 

Our maintenance 
team will respond and address issues in a 
timely manner. 

It’s easy to report maintenance is-
sues on Limble! Just scan the QR code 
with a QR scanner or your phone, enter 
information, and send! You can take and 

include a photo if 
it helps the mainte-
nance team locate 
or understand the 
problem. You’ll get 
an email back on 
progress or resolu-
tion of the issue. 

�e QR code is 
posted downstairs 
next to the o�ce 
door, and QR code 

placards are located throughout the VYC 
premises at strategic locations. If you 
need one, you will see one! 

Help VYC by letting Limble make 
problems less of a problem!

Notice it, Report it… on Limble!

There is an easy way to report 
maintenance issues for our club!
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Race Report
By Warren Casey, Race Chair

Latest News

Continued on page 23

Team DJ Wins Corinthian J70 Nationals At SBYC July 10-13
From pen of Ryan Cox, Team 

DJ Skipper, 
“Team DJ (Ryan Cox, Mike Uz-

nis, Stanton Smith and RD Burley) 
had a great time at the J70 Nationals 
coming in 3rd overall and winning 
the Corinthian National Champion-
ship.

One of the great things about 
big events is all the sailing you get 
to do. You show up early, get heav-
ily into the forecast, practice boat-
handling, and tune with other teams. Teams began arriving in Santa Barbara about 
a week before the regatta started; we were there for three days of practice. It’s very 
helpful to sail with other teams before a big event. You �nd out where you can im-
prove before it costs you points in the standings. You meet lots of great sailors, and 
most are happy to share information before the stress of the regatta hits.

Racing was very tight among the top six boats, with all capable of winning 
on the last day. �e eventual winner, Odd Racing, was vulnerable since they were 
throwing out an 18th place. Big Dogs was in a similar situation since they had a 14th. 
�ose two boats had no room for error. Dime, DJ, and Crester had no bad races. So, 
we all had a throw-out to burn. In the �rst race on Sunday, DJ was in 5th at the �rst 
windward mark, then climbed to the top over the next three legs to win a photo �n-
ish with Odd Racing and Dime. With a shaky start in the last race (about �ve meters 
o� the line), DJ had a hard time staying in the front row. We rounded the windward 
mark in about 12th and battled hard to get to a 7th. An eighth race was started just 
before the cut-o� time on Sunday but was abandoned as the wind dropped below 
the J70 class minimum of 5 knots. �at meant the pro team Odd Racing held on to 
win the regatta, Dime (with one pro) was second, and DJ was third overall and the 
Corinthian Champions.

Winning the Corinthian title and getting third overall was a great success. 
We’re very happy, but there is still room for improvement. Other than the last race, 
starts were good. When I was locked in, boat speed was good. However, when 
things didn’t go smoothly, I got distracted and didn’t sail my best. I need to get fo-
cused faster and ignore problems. Also, uncharacteristically, we lost a few boats on 

DJ showing their upwind style. 
Photo by Sharon Green
DJ showing their upwind style. DJ showing their upwind style. DJ
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Race Report
Continued from page 22

Continued on page 24

some runs. Mostly due to bad air in heavy tra�c, but it’s something we can improve 
on. One jibe set turned a 2nd into a 6th. Patiently waiting for a good lane to jibe into 
would have been better than jibing below 35 boats coming upwind. We did great. 
We are sailing great as a team, but we can still do better.

Winning the Corinthian National Championship quali�es DJ for the 2027 
J70 World Championship in Annapolis. RD and I are Naval Academy grads, and 
Stan went to high school there. So, it’s a pretty familiar place for the team. Also, the 
North Americans are in Annapolis this October and we plan to be there.”

Team Rival and Team DJ Win Big at Long Beach Race Week, June 27 - 2
Congratulations to our two teams Rival and DJ at the Long Beach Race Week last 

weekend. Team Rival 1st place in PHRF B and DJ 2nd place (tie breaker) in J70s.

Rival moving fast upwind – truly one 
of the top teams on the west coast. 
Photo by Lisa Bronitt

DJ heading for the leeward mark. 
Photo by Lisa Bronitt

Blue Water #2 – Return From Pelican Harbor on July 5
It was a fantastic weekend for the Blue Water #2 racing back from Pelican Harbor! 

See the results below! �ere is a tie for �rst. It will all come down to the last Blue Water 
#3 race on September 7 back from San Pedro Point!
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Race Report
Continued from page 23

Continued on page 25
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Race Report
Continued from page 24

Continued on page 26

Wet Wednesday Overall Results A�er 18 Weeks

Wet Wednesdays Until Sepember 9! 
Register here:: https://theclubspot.com/register/regatta/ZxziVoPe9p/

class  �ere are discounts if you register later for every �ve races. Check it out! 
Racing VYC 2026 Program Google Drive: https://drive.google.com/drive/
folders/18cIeesWVdJK-4JhkHt6e9FS7utUsQJJs
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Continued on page 27

Race Report
Continued from page 25

Lady Sailors, it’s time to start training for the next Lady Driver Race! 
Last year’s two-day series was a great success and a lot of fun. �e NOR 

and RAW (Rating Adjustment Worksheet) are posted and available. Event and 
Registration: https://theclubspot.com/regatta/ZZfdD8RFX7. Google Drive 
Race Information: https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1wYPwk2RskTseD_
c3MIGWb5VDC0Jz8BeY?usp=share_link

Coming Up in August and September
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Continued on page 28

Race Report
Continued from page 26

2026 Ventura Yacht Club Racing Schedule
Aug. 2 – Lady Driver Race #2 of 2, Event Info: https://theclubspot.com/regatta/

G2xH9nspUf 
Aug. 23 – Rowdy Relay, Race Captain: Peter Acutt, Race Captain 
Sept. 7 – Blue Water #3 of 3, Event info: https://theclubspot.com/regatta/hbIjt-

pYdCF
Sept. 16 – Wet Wednesday Recap,  No Race only dinner, recap and a few awards 
Sept. 22-23 – Kavorka Cup �istle Regatta, Regatta Captain: Stanton Smith, 

stanton.e.smith@gmail.com
Nov. 7- 8 – Carrie Series #2 Fall Opti Regatta, Event Info: https://theclubspot.

com/regatta/1jmGIjJGsf

VYC Racing, Webpages and Social Media

ASBCYC Google 
Calendar: https://

shorturl.at/jrI79

VYC Racing Facebook Group:
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/1015985196505205

YYC Racing webpage:
https://venturay-

achtclub.org/5619-2/

VYC Racing Google Drive:
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/

18cIeesWVdJK-4JhkHt6e9FS7
utUsQJJs?usp=share_link

September 7, 2026 Blue Water Race #3 – Return From San Pedro Point
Ventura Yacht Club’s Blue Water Series is back for another fun year! �e third 

and �nal race of the series is Wednesday, September 7. �e last race will start and 
�nish at Ventura Harbor entrance. All are welcome! �e race will be using the 2025 
RAW (Rating Adjustment Worksheet). It has been updated and engineered to 
make race boats and cruising/family boats more equal on the racecourse. �e NOR, 
Course Chart, and RAW (Rating Adjustment Worksheet) are posted on the event 
page: https://theclubspot.com/regatta/hbIjtpYdCF and event Google Drive Race 
Info page: https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1MNSpRJePVPFjYKuzjMtkgr6y
8gF93iJM?usp=share_link
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Race Report
Continued from page 27

Information about racing �eets and contact info to get involved:
Race Chairperson – Warren Casey wc@warrencasey.com
One Design Racing Chairperson – Ryan Cox coxrm@hotmail.com
Junior Program Director/Chairperson – Katelyn Dembowski katelynpdembows-

ki@gmail.com
One Design Racing

J70 Fleet & Laser Fleet Captain – Ryan Cox coxrm@hotmail.com
Opti and CFJ Fleet Captain – Katelyn Dembowski katelynpdembowski@gmail.

com
�istle Fleet Captain – Stanton Smith stanton.e.smith@gmail.com
DF95 (Radio Control Boats) Fleet Captain – Garrett Baum garrettbaum@yahoo.

com
PHRF Racing

Performance Class A Fleet Captain – Avery Stewart avery@havlandllc.com
Intermediate Class B Fleet Captain – Sean Guiltinan sguiltinan@gmail.com 
Beginning non-spinnaker Class C Fleet Captain  – Peter Acutt, acuttp@

gmail.com
Webpages and Social Media

VYC FB Racing Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/1015985196505205
VYC Racing Instagram page: https://www.instagram.com/ventura_yacht_club_

racing/
Google Drive VYC Race Program: https://drive.google.com/drive/

folders/18cIeesWVdJK-4JhkHt6e9FS7utUsQJJs?usp=share_link
VYC Racing Webpage: https://venturayachtclub.org/5619-2/
ASBCYC Google Race Calendar:  http://bit.ly/4fKmFuW
SAIL FAST!
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The Forecast
The Forecast is distributed to the membership by the �rst of 

each month. Contributing articles, photographs and �yers 
should be emailed to the editor, the graphic designer and the club 
o�ce by the copy deadline. 

Copy deadline: �e 15th of the month prior to publication.
(i.e. Content for the January Forecast is due December 15.)

Editor: Stan Whisenhunt, 805-919-0555; swhisenhun@aol.com 

Copy Editor: Sheri Green, 661-414-6915; sheridangreen317@gmail.com

Graphic Designer: Cindy Daly, 805-701-0882; cmdaly@pacbell.net

Club Hours 
Friday

Dinner ...........................................................................................1700-2030
Saturday

Lunch ............................................................................................1100-1400
Grill Night ....................................................................................1700-2030

Sunday
Breakfast .......................................................................................0800-1230
Sunday Munchies ........................................................................1500-1700
(Complimentary)

New Extended Bar
Friday ............................................................................................1600-2130
Saturday ........................................................................................1100-2130
Sunday ...........................................................................................0800-1800

Of�ce Hours 
Tuesday - Sunday...........................................................................0900-1700

Meeting Notice: �e Annual Meeting of the Membership is held on the fourth Friday 
of October at 8 p.m. Regular Meetings of the Membership are usually held on the fourth 
Friday of the months of January, April, July, August, and September and are held a�er dinner.  
�e Board of Directors usually meets the third �ursday of every month except December at 
7 p.m. Notice of a change to Regular Meetings of the Membership, or of a change to Board 
of Director meetings, and Notice of Special Board of Director meetings will be via the VYC 
website Master Calendar.
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Ventura Yacht Club 2026 Advertising Rates
Business Card (3” wide x 2” tall)* $ 50 per month

($45 if advertiser commits for 6 months)
Half-page (5” wide x 3 1/2” tall)* $ 75 per month

($65 if advertiser commits for 6 months)
Full-page (5” wide x 7 1/2” tall)* $105 per month

($95 if advertiser commits for 6 months)
Full-page - inside cover - color  (5” wide x 8” tall)* $150 per month

($125 if pay in advance 6 months or more)
Full-page - back cover - color  (5” wide x 8” tall)* $175 per month

($150 if pay in advance 6 months or more)

*Prices are for camera ready ads. If not camera ready, an additional charge will apply 
for set-up.  Ads are black and white except for the inside cover and back cover.
To place an ad please contact the VYC office at 805-642-0426. 

August
Birthdays

Brooke Ashworth, August 4.
David Merrick, August 4.
Rob Weinerth, August 4.  
Mike LeBlanc, August 6.
Michael Chiarella, August 8.
Russ Farber, August 8.
Kim Mead, August 9.
Bruce Puntenney, August 9. 
Tracie West, August 9.
Roxanne Larsen-Stans�eld, August 11.
Christina Baum, August 12.
Patrick Haskins, August 12.
Cindy Jones, August 12.
Richard Mason, August 15.
Ted Chandler, August 16.
Peter Ruscher, August 17.
Kerry Leiman, August 18.
Pat Ramey, August 18.

Mike Uznis, August 18.
Michael Eickho�, August 19.
Derek Turner, August 20.
Aviva Hnat, August 21.
Rick Jones, August 21.
Melissa Leiman, August 21.
James Linesch, August 24.
Baz Yates, August 25.
Carl Osborn, August 26.
Je� Beller, August 27.
Diane Sanson, August 27.
Annie Kohut, August 28.
John Sugden, August 28.
Bryan Drew, August 29.
Jurgen Gramckow, August 30.
Brittany Bennett, August 31.
Martin Gramckow, August 31.
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